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7 Fa requeſt f ſome - friends, 
whom I greatly eſteem, the fol- 
lowing extracts are publiſhed. I am ſen. 
ſible that ſuch collections, are far from 
being ſuited to the preſent taſte, which 
lieth quite another way; yet I would hope 
that, even in this day of great and general 
declenſion, theſe ſhort memoirs, will meet 
with acceptance from thoſe, who deſire to 
live much in communion with Chriſt, 
and frequently converſe ache the bible 
and themſelyes, 

I wiſh they may be a means, in the hagd 
of the Spirit, of awakening the conſciences 
of ſome careleſs. ſinners, and of alarming 
lukewarm and drowſy profeſſors, who, 
though they retain ſomething of the out- 
ward form of godlineſs, are under little or 
no concern about feeling its inward, and 
heart-changing power. That is an awful 
charge againſt the church at Sardis, and, 


"FN may 
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may it not be too juftly applied to many 
members of churches in the preſent day ? 
Thou haſt a name, that thou liveſt, and art 
dead May the Lord rouſe ſuch out of 
their lethargy, before their eyes are cloſed 


in eternal death! Religion is an inward 


thing; it conſiſts in a divine impreſs oft the 
ſoul, and in the work of God begun and 


carried on in the heart, without which, the 


higheſt profeſſion will be found, at laft, 
no better than hypocriſy and a vain delu- 
fion, for Chriſt will ſhortly declare to all 
ſuch profeſſors, as well as to the openly 


prophane; I . ver knew you; Sy" from 


mme ye that work iniquity. 
There are ſome, indeed, who make a 


jeſt of chriſtian experience; they term the 
Spirit's work in the heart enthuſiaſm and 


madneſs, a ſort of religious frenſy, or mere 
fiction, which hath no exiſtence but in the 


diſturbed fancies of melancholy minds; 


but, this is no wonder, ſince the Holy 
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Ghoſt hath declared; that the natural man 


- receiveth not the things of the Spirit of Gad ; 
they are fooliſhneſs unto bim, neither can be 
Pow them becauſe * are e ſpiritually diſ- 


cerned. 
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rerned. Spiritual things muſt be viewed in 


the light of the Spirit, otherwiſe we are as 
incapable of knowing them, ſavingly and 


experimentally, as a man who was born 


blind is of deſcribing the ſeveral ſorts of 


colours, or one who had never any taſte is 


of diſtinguiſhing bitter from ſweet. 
Indeed the whole divine work on the 
ſoul is a myſtery, of which we know no- 


thing, till we come under the power and 


experience of the ſame. *. Repenera- 
« ration, ſaith Mr. Richard Taylor, ig 4 
« thing unintelligible to all men in their na- 
e tural flate, it is a dream to all thoſe who 


* never come under it; therefore the current 
„ doctrine is moſt grateſul to them, which 


« makes it to be no more than to be baptized, 
& aud to live jo as to have a ſmall ſhare of 
& morality in the world.” But, notwith- 


ftanding this doctrine is fo much derided, 


and the efficacy of the Spirit denied, the 


words of our Lord will be found true; 


Except a man be born again, he tannot ſee the 
A 2 kingdom 


2 See his Diſcourſes on ſeveral ſubjects, vol. 5 
page 200. 
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| kingdem of God. None are admitted into 


the new Jeruſalem who have not the righ- 

teouſneſs of the Redeemer for their title, 

and his image as their meetneſs, for wilb- 
out holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord. 

One thing I apprehend from the follow- 
ing accounts, namely, that the high attain- 
ments of theſe chriſtians, may in ſome 
inſtances diſcourage the weak. It is to be 
lamented, that many are prone to meaſure 
themſelves, by the experience of others, 
rather than by the word of God, and, when 
they find they come ſhort of their ſize and 


ſtature, they aie tempted from thence to 


conclude, that they are juſt nothing; but 
let ſuch know that this is a wrong way of 
Judging themſelves. We muſt not deter- 
mine our ſtate by the depths, no, nor by 
the heights of others; neither their deep 
ſorrows and humiliations for ſin, nor their 
peculiar elevations in the lively exerciſe of 
Jpiritual joy, are the ſtandard, of what is 
eſſential to chriſtian experience. All the 
children of God are born of the ſame Spi- 
rit, but they differ in their degree of know- 
ledge and faith; there are babes as well as 
N . 
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ſtrong men in Chriſt; /ambs as well as 


ſheep in his fold; and ſbrubs as well as 


cedars in Lebanon; but, notwithſtanding 


this difference, they are equally his: equally 


near and dear to him, nor will the great 


and good Shepherd overlook the weakeſt 


of his flock, for he gathers the lambs in his. 


| boſom; yea, he will not break the bruiſed 
reed, - nor quench the ſmoaking lan. 


- Affurance is not without faith, yet faith 
may be, and frequently exiſts, where aſ- 
ſurance is warting. There may be true 
grace, where but little peace-is enjoyed, for 
a real work of ſanCtification, is not always 
attended with the ſealing witneſs of the 
Spirit : however, I wiſh that the reading 
of theſe and ſuch like experiences, may 


_ excite both myfelf and others, to preſs after 


a full perſuaſion of the love of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus. We are commanded to give . 


diligence to make our calling and our elec- 


tion ſure, and if ſome complaining chriſ- 
tians uſed more diligence, it may be pre- 


ſumed, that they would not be found ſo 


much in the dark. The excellent perſons, 
whoſe caſe is recorded in the following pa- 
A 3 _ ges; 
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ges, were much in ſecret prayer, medita- 
tion, ſelf- examination, and other kinds of 
heart-ſearching exerciſe, and in thoſe ſpi- 
ritual duties, though not fer them, the 
Lord was pleaſed to afford them much of 
his gracious preſence, and ample proof of 
their intereſt in his everlaſting love. 

In tranſeribing theſe memoirs, I have 
taken leave to make ſome few alterations 
in the ſtyle, to render the ſentiment per- 
ſpicuous, and the ſenſe more compleat 
J have alſo contracted them in ſome places, 
and eſpecially in the account of Mrs. Beau- 
mont, to avoid being tedious, but, I 
hope nothing material is omitted; ſome 
few notes are likewiſe ſubjoined, particu. 
larly in the caſe of Mrs. Clarkſon, for the 
comfort and encouragement of weak be- 
lievers, leſt any ſhould be ſtaggered at the 
ſtrength of her faith. 

I hope that a divine bleſſing win And 
this deſign, to all my chriſtian friends and 
acquaintance, and particularly, to thoſe 
in the counties of - Hertford and Bedford; 
I-would likewiſe recommend it in an eſpe- 


cial manner to the church and congregation 
Where 
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PREFACE we 
where I ſtatedly labour; ſeventeen years 
are now almoſt run out, ſince a kind pro- 
vidence placed me among them, and, if my 
heart deecives me not, 1 feel a growing 
affection towards them; and I take this 


opportunity. of acknowledging, with gra- 
titude the great kindnoſs they have ſhewn 
me, and cannot but expreſs my warmeſt 


wiſhes, for their ſpiritual and eternal wel- 


fare 3 my endeavour is to watch for their 
ſouls, as one that mult. ſhortly gi ve an ACs 
count, and, O that it may be with jov, and 
not with grief! I am frequently longing 


after their ſalvation, and ready to ſay, with 


rhe apoſtle, 7 or, h is my bope, .07 JOY, or © 
crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the 


preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at bis 


coming? 
May the Lord pour down his Spirit on 
all his churches, that there may be a happy 


revival of real religion, which continueth 


ſo viſibly on the decay; and may thoſe 
that are planted in the houſe of the Lord 
flouriſh in his courts, till they are fully 
ripened for the church above, where 1b? 
Lamb that is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall 

3 feed 
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Feed them, aud ſhall lead them to living foun: 
tains of waters; yea, where we ſhall join 
_ thoſe dear departed ſaints, of precious 
memory, and with them unite in the fru- 
ition of our God, and in a joyful review, 
of thoſe diſpenſations of providence and 
grace, which have conſpired in our ſalva- 
tion, to the endleſs ages of an happy eter- | 
nity : That this may be the mercy of every 
reader, is the hearty deſire and prayer of 
one who wiſhes well to the ſouls of men, 
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4 brief Account of the Gt and 7 TY 
als of my honoured Grandfather, Mr. 
Lawrence Spooner, who lived near 
Litchfield, in ibe County of Stafford, 
in a Time of Perſecution ;" taken from 
bis own ee 


See T was my mercy to be dats 


of Chriſtian parent ho 
4 2 only profited the form, 


ff but felt the power of god- 
* lineſs. My reverend Fa- 
. e ther gave me the beſt in- 
ſtructions; but, my parents dying when I was 
young, I was left to the care of ſome Chriſtian 


friends, who greatly valued me for my father's 
| _ L ws, his only ſon. * 


As I grew up, I beam very careleſs aoiig 
my ſou}, waſted precious time, fell into bad” 


company, and was addicted to drinking, and 
other 


—̃ 3 OR "py 
) 


2 The Converſion and Trials of 


other exceſſes, to the great grief and concern 
of thoſe who had the overſight of me: J dread 


to tell partioulars; but one thing, among ma- 
ny others, hath ſince diſtreſſed me exceedingly; 
namely, that I tempted a poor harmleſs inof- 
fenſive man, to drink to exceſs. He is ſince 
dead, and when I think of his precious, im- 
mortal ſoul, it even pierees aud rends my heart, 


and for aught I know, will follow me with 


ſorrow to my grave. I did as bad by athers, 
but they, having a gteat ſhare af natural 
reaſon, were more capable of viewing the 
danger, and withſtanding the :temptatian z 


- beſides, they are ſtill living, and who can 


tell but the grace of God may reach n. be⸗ 


in ey die . 


Tuus J e in the ways of my own heart 


for ſeveral years, and was ſuffered to tun ſuch 


lengths in vanity and fin, and to caſt ſuch fight 
on the wholſom counſel of my friends, that 
they were ready to give me ouer for Bt. ,Some 


of them even ceaſed to:pray for me; particu- 


larly one good woman, who, after conveiſing 
in a very ſerious ſolemu manner with me, ſaid, 
ſhe had left off mentioning me at the throne of 


grace. This. exproſſion affected me for awhile 
very much, ſor Lall along tetaĩned an, high ppi- 


nion of the, prayers of the righteous, though, 


alas 0 
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alas! I had little or no deſire to pray for my= 


ſelf. 


Ar times indeed I was under convictions 
of ſin, and a ſectet dread of the divine wrath, 
which put me upon prayer, and making pro- 
miſes in my own ſtrength, of forſaking my 
wicked companions, and leading a new life, 


But theſe impreſſions ſoon wore off, and, to 


my ſhame be it mentioned, I grew as bad, 
nay worſe than bofore. O matchleſs mer- 
cy! love unſought! boundleſs grace indeed! 
which ſpared ſuch a wretch as I, who ran ſuch 
lengths in wickedneſs, and ſinned ſo wilſulhy 
againſt God, and the a Cr of my own 


conſcience. 


BEING invited by two friends, to go with 
them to viſit ſome godly men, at that time in 
priſon for conſcience- ſake, at length, I con- 
ſented. The morning they ſet out they ſent 
for me, but, as the weather was wet, and be- 


| ing willing to make excuſes, I declined the 


jourſey. Soon after they were gone, I felt 
great remorſe, attended with ſuch reflections 


as theſe : Sure 1 ſhall be condemned at the 
laſt day, becauſe 1 refuſe to viſit priſoners, 


who are confined for Jeſus“ fake, whilſt IIlive 


| in eaſe and pleaſure. This conviction a 
fo 


* 
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ſo powerfully, that I immediately took m 
| Horſe and followed them. 


I No ſooner entered the priſon, but I was 
much affected with ſeeing theſe ſervants of 
the Lord, inſomuch that I could not refrain 
tears, though I would fain have concealed 
them. They ſoon beheld it with joy, and the 
converſation of one of them eſpecially, made 
a deep impreſſion on my mind*. On taking 
leave of theſe good Men, I defired a ſhare in 
Their earneſt prayers ; and when I came home, 
began to pray for myſelf, which till now, 

alas! I had ſeldom done for ſeveral years, 
] bowed my knees in ſecret before the Lord, 
but ſuch was ihe dreadful hardneſs of my 
heart, I knew not what to ſay ; however, as 
enabled, I prayed for ſoftening grace, that [ 
might ſee the evil of Sin, and be helped to 
mourn over it, and that the Lord would bring 
me to the knowledge of my miſerable loſt 
ſtate and condition. EFT EM 


Twas 
The perſon referred to was one Mr. Pardoe, a uſeful 
miniſter in thoſe parts, who afterwards wrote him ſeveral 


very friendly and affecticnate letters, which were greatly 
bleſſed to his further conviction and eſtabliſhment : ? This 


was about the year 1675, 


— 
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I was under many fears leſt this concern 


ſhould wear off, as formerly, but theſe fears 


made me cry with more earneſtneſs to the Lord, 
that convictions might be continued, and that 
I might be as a brand plucked out of the fire. 


I now loved to be alone, in the houſe, or in the 


field, where I have many times ſpent great part - 
of the night, in fervent ſupplication, deep exa- 
mination, and ſoul-ſearching exerciſes, begging 
that I might ſee more and more of the evil of 
ſin, and be led to the blood and rightcouſuel | 


of the en, 


I was much affected with free grace, and 
unmerited, unſought-for mercy. Thoſe have been 


wonderful words, Iſaiah Ixv. 1. I am ſought of 


them that aſked not for me, I am found of them 
that ſought me not. And now I began to love the 


Y company of good pęople, whoſe ſociety I had 
for a long time ſhuaned, but their converſation 


now was very ſweet, and delightful to my ſoul, 


Soon after, my former wicked companions began 
to aſſault me with great violence, ſtriving with 
all their might, to turn me aſide from the Lord 


and his people: likewiſe, my inbred corruptions | 


began to ſtruggle, and ſeemed to rage more than 


ever; and ſatan ſet upon me * no ſmall fury, 
| tempta 


hearts, 


turned into jc, , my pain into eaſe, my bondage 
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there was given me change of raiment, Now 


the church, where ! n had the ſweet 
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tempting. me to leave off prayer, and for ſome 
Httle time he prevaited; but ſtill, ſuch thoughts 
as theſe would follow me: Mpere can I 2 ? 
hither, O'whither can T fly ? thoſe that are afar off 
. from God muſt periſh, & c. which brought me 
again upon my knees, with ſhame and con- 
fuſion of face, before we preat ſearcher of 


Ar length, he who loves to pity ſouls had 
pity on me: the Lord heard my voice, and | 
my cry came up before him; my fears were 
quickly turned into faich, my deſpar' into hope, 
and my darkneſs into light; my ſorrow was 


into liberty, and my ſtorm into a ſweet calm; 
in ſhort, my fetters were all knocked off, and 
my poor impriſoned ſoul ſet at liberty; my 
wounds weie all healed with the balm of the 
covenant, my filthy garments taken away, and 


was my bead lifted up above all mine enemies, 
my heart was filled with joy and gladneſe, and 
a pee brig put into my mouth: Diels th: Lord, 
O my ſoul ! 


In this delightful frame I gave myſelf up to 


ſealings 
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ſealings of the Divine Spirit. "Theſe words 

were impreſſed with great power ſoon after my 
entering on a public profeſſion, Matt, xxv. 23. 
Mell done, good and faithful ſervant. This was 
followed'with that exceeding great and precious 
promiſe, Heb. xiii. part of the fifth verſe, J 
vill never leaue thee, nor for ſake thee, My heart 
was now even raviſhed with a ſenſe of the love 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and fo rich were my 
entertainments in the kingdom of grace, that 
1 ſeemed to be in a new world; old things 
were now paſſed away, behold, all things v were 
become new 


Bur this meer frame was ſhort, Tr pleaſed 
the Lord gradually to withdraw himſelf, and to 
abate theſe ſweet refreſhments, and to mingle 
ſome bitterncſs therewith, till at laſt, he ſuf- 
fered me to fall into very deep exerciſes, and 
diſtreſs indeed, which continued about the ſpace 
of one whole year, during which ſeaſon I was 
forely buffeted and tempted by ſatan, and ef> 
pecially to three "ay 


C Ons 1 was to entertain 5 | aſphemous 
thoughts, | 


| NoTwiTHSTANDING all my former evi- 
dence of unſeen things, 0 frail is human nature 
when 
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en ad, I began greatly to queſtion the 
" Hate of my own ſoul, the truth of the holy 
ſcriptures, the reality of a future world, yea, 
and I may ſay, the very being of a God. O none 
can conceive, but thoſe who have experienced 
the ſame, what diſtreſs and terror my poor ſoul 
overwhelming vifiraQtion ; and ſuch a ſenſe of 
fin, and dread of the tefrible majeſty of an angry 
Almighty God ſoon followed, that I feared di- 
vine juſtice would immediately ſtrike me dead, 
or the earth open and ſwallow me up ; yea, 
with reverential tears I write it, 3 thought the 
very air began to wax hot about me. 


17 1 is impocble to expreſs what I felt ; but, 
God knows my heart, I had rather undergo the 
moſt exquiſite torments that mortal creatures 
I can inflict, than feel the like again; I ſeemed 

1 as though J had been with Iſrael upon mount 
Sinai, and had heard the giving forth of that 
78 ficry law, which made even Moſes expredingly 


| | fear and quake. . 5 
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| Let Atheiſts tremble, and bold finners fear, 
i Who may hereafter this relation hear. : . 


4 Axor ER temptation Was concerning my 
[| " love to my dear b and to call i in queſtion 
1 | | - 002” Day 
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his love towards me ; and ſo fiercely. were ſa- 
tan's fiery darts caſt at me, that I was forced 
to make a perpetual. verbal reſiſtance, which, 
with the ardent ſtriving of my ſpirit, and the 
ſe aſoh of the year, ſo affected me, that I think 
I may truly ſay, I was almoff ſmothered with 
the heat, having hardly time to lift up my head 
for a little air, as I lay firuggling on the 
ground; During this ſore conflict, I frequent- 
ly replied to ſatan, ſaying, I hope I ſhall love 
him, I hope J ſhall, 1 hope 1. ball. At laſt, 
through great mercy, this word, I believe 1 
ſhall, was, put into my mouth, whereby my 
courage encreaſed, and the power of the temp- 
tation very ſenſibly abated, 
Bur a third l in this ſad "F221 was 
that of ſpiritual pride; I no fooner perceived 
this coming upon me, but I think I ſhould 
have run through a burning fire, to have found 
a place of ſhelter ; but ſince that could not be, 
J immediately retired, uſing theſe words a 
great number of times during my reſiſtance of 
the adverſary, Lord, hide me, hide me ; O remove 
pride from me] &c. But this conflict, through 


mercy, was ſhorter than thoſe I had before met 
with, | 


1 Dunkixe 
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" Dvrins the continuance of theſe ſore temp- 


tations, I frequently retired into the fields, where 


I have ſpent a great part of the night in earneſt 
cries, and ſtrong wreſtlings with the Lord, till 
at length I conceived. ſome ſmall hope: by 
degrees my ſpirit revived, the cloud broke, the 
day began to dawn, and the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs aroſe with freſh healing in his wings. 


And I hope theſe fharp conflicts were profi- 


table on many accounts. Here by I was perfe&- 


ly cured of thoſe atheiſtical thoughts which uſed 
to trouble me; I was likewiſe helped to engage 
in the duty of prayer, both in my cloſet and 
family, with greater reverence and ſeriouſneſs, 
and. with more awe of the divine Majeſty, 


which was henceforth inſcribed on my heart in 


the deepeſt characters. alſo ſaw more of the 


plague of my own heart, appearing to myſelf 


nothing elſe but an emblem of ſpiritual Baby- 
lon ; the hold of every foul ſpirit, and a cage | 
of every unclean and hateful bird, 


Ox thing eſpecially theſe fearful combats 
taught me, namely, never to deſire a fight of ſin 
without a view of the Saviour. I had many 


times intreated, with as much vehemence and 
earneſtneſ as ever I aſked any thing almoſt, that 


the 


-*X 


Mr. LAWRENCE SPOONER 11 


the Lord would give me a greater ſight and ſenſe 
of ſin, and open to my view, all the corrupt 
channels of my heart. He anſwered my re- 
queſt, but ſo terribly in righteouſneſs, that it 
made me ever after very careful how I aſked for 


ſuch diſcoveries. In ſhort, I was hereby taught- 


to pity the tempted, as well as prepared for 
thoſe future trials I was to paſs through, Which 


T ſhall now briefly relate, to the glory of God „ 
and the nnn of perm n 5; 


"If the year 1683. on the firſt 35 of Odo- 
ber, we had a conſiderable meeting at my houſe, 
not only of our own friends, but alſo ſeveral 
from other ſocieties near us; who were aſſem- 


| bled together to hear a very worthy miniſter, 


that came many miles to preach the Goſpel 
among us. Wien he was engaged in prayer, 
two informers came in, unknown to us all, 
and after being ſilent awhile, one of them be⸗ 
gan to ſpeak aloud. and to diſturb the aſſembly. 


 AL1TTLE before he began to ſpeak, I had a 
ſudden ſtrong impreſſion on my mind, that 
ſome informer was there, and that in caſe he 


gave us any diſturbance, I ſhould go to him, 


and endeavour to prevent him; accordingly I _ 
went, and called them both aſide, deſired 


1 __ 
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them not to interrupt us in our worſhip, adds 
ing, that if aught was done contrary to law, 
they kaew what advantage they had againſt 
houſe or hearers. They told me they won- 
dered I would keep ſuch. unlawful aſſemblies 
at my. houſe; I replied, I was not careful to. 
anſwer in that matter, having rules for our 
practice long before theſe. laws of the realm 
were made, wiſhing them again not to inter- 
rupt the meeting. They then deſired to know 
the preacher's name, and ſaid they would de- 
part; this I refuſed, yet they withdrow W 


out ny further interruption. 


Ar Ew days after, they went in great tri- 
umph to the meeting of juſtices, to inform 
againſt us, and calling on one of our ſociety by 
the way, told him, with an air of contempt, 
that they were going about ov buſineſs. But 
the juſtices only gave them for anſwer, that they _ 
would conſult with their fellows, and Wie | 
them a time to come again, Fs 8 


; C 4 . 
PERCEIVING the enemy now likely to come 
in like a flood, we concluded, to ſet a day apart 
for ſolemn humiliation, faſting, and prayer. At 
the cloſe of this meeting two queſtions were 


_ debated ; the one, whether we ſhould continue 
e e our 
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our meetings at the uſual place, and keep them 
openly as before ? The other, whether we ſhould 
diſpoſe of our goods privately, or, if God in his 


providence ſhould permit, fuffür them to ic 
en! ? 


wrra COND to the former deen it was 
determined to keep our meetings as uſual, not 
only as the place was moſt commodious, but 
| Teft our ſeeking more privacy ſhould embolden 
our enemies. And that word was brought to 
my mind, Iſa, li. 12 Mo art thou, that thou 
Souldft be afraid of a man that /hall die, and of the 
fon of man, which ſhall be made as graſs ? As to 
our goods we determined nothing, only theſe 
queries were propoſed to conſideration, Whether 
_ thoſe great and precious promiſes made to ſuch 
who ſuffer for Chriſt and his goſpel, are not be- 
yond any of God's creatures here below ? Whe- 
ther thoſe practices which moſt uſe in a time of 
ſuffering, are not plainly forbidden in the word? 
And whether any affliction that befals the peo- 
ple of God, is not for the trial of their faith, 
and for their profit? And if ſo, whether Chriſ- 


tians may not take Vital the ſpoiling of their 
goods ? 


HavinG thus by prayer and ſupplication 
made our requeſts known unto God, and 


22 . 
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committed the keeping of our. Hy our 
bodies, and our ſubſtance to him, as to a 
faithful Creator ; 3 Wwe agreed to wait upon the 
Lord, to keep in the path of duty, and to 
ſtrengthen the feebled-minded, to ſupport the 
weak, and to ſhew ne patient towards 
our enemies. 


TEE next Lord's-day, the informers went 
to break up another meeting, but miſſing their 
aim, they came to ours about the concluſion 
of the ſame, while we were commemorating 
the death and ſufferings of our bleſſed Saviour: 
they ruſhed in very haſtily, I ſuppoſe, think 
ing to have ſurprized us; they began to ſpeak 
very confiden iy what they pleaſed, but per- 
ceiving the miniſter make no pauſe, nor any 
of the people riſe from their ſeats, it gave a 
check to their boldneſs. After they had 
ſat ſome conſiderable time, and, one of them 
eſpecially, appear ing to be under convictions, 
they withdrew, and our meeting ended in com= 

fort and peace. | 


AFTER this they diſturbed our worſhip but 
once, when they kept ſilence till prayer was 
ended; then one of them, in a confident man- 
ner, began to caſt ſeveral ſevere reflections, to 
which I was helped to reply ; z a ſhort debate 

. paſſed 
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| paſſed between us, on which they ſeemed aſha- 
med, and in a confuſed manner, they all quitted 
the place, from which time our meetings were 
not yg, e cap 


PercBIvVING they had got nothing by com- 
ing thus among us, and knowing that we had 
already forfeited as much, or more, than 
fome of our perſonal eftates, they had recourſe 
to their main deſign, which was to ſtrip us 
of our outward ſubſtance, in order to enrich 
themſelves: accordingly they went again to 
the juſtices at their next meeting, and laid a 
freſh information, by which means they öb- 
tained warrants for one hundred pounds, ſixty 
of which were laid upon me; beſides which, 
ſeveral other warrants were at the ſame time 
* out for leſſer fines, xc. 

INFORMATION thus given, and the warrants 
produced, occaſioned no ſmall conſternation in 
the neighbourhood. Nothing but utter ruin 
was now expected, unleſs the courſe of law was 
ſtopped, or my goods ſecured. My neighbours 

diſcovered great concern, both for my perſon and 
family; ſeveral, who were no way related to me, 

were greatly afflicted, inſomuch that it broke 
their natural reſt ; theſe blamed me at the ſame 
B 4 time 


16 The Converſion and Trial of . 

time for endangering my perſon and JOY 
by continuing to keep open meetings, and refu- 
ſing their council, which was to get my goods 
Bet; and ſome of my dear chriſtian friends 
were alſo ready to join in with them, chiding 
me for my raſh unreaſonable conduct, and 
telling me, that they could direct me to more 
ſafe, yet lawful methods. And to ſay the 
truth, when it came to the trial, 1 had enough 
to do, io ſilence the bold reaſonings of my ama 
fleſh and blood. 


Ausr. the hurry and confuſion of my i | 
under theſe circumſtances, I conſtantly ſought 
the Lord, for wiſdom and prudence to direct 
my affairs, deſtring 1 might take eſpecial heed 
of haſty proceedinge, knowing that he that be- | 
lieveth muſt not, in theſe caſes, make haſte. I 
had alſo ſome paſſages of ſcripture ſtrongly i im- 
preſſed on my ſpirit, from whence-I firmly he- 
lieved, that the Lord would lo bridle mine ene- 
mies, that they ſhould not hae their full deſigns 
againſt me, particularly Iſa. xxxvii. 29. I will 
put my hook in thy noſe, and my bridle in thy lips, and 
1:will turn thee back by the waybywhichthou cameſt, 
Such ſupport and comfort theſe words afforded, 
that amidſt all my ſorrows, I was Even. ready 
70 ſing for joy. 


3 


When 
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When God ſupports, who then can «ſt us 
down? 

His ſmiles are. life, but death una, his 
fn L N 52d 


| Wazw the officers « came to execute the v wor- 
rant, 1 ſuffered them to enter my houſe with- 
out the leaſt oppoſition, and when I had read 
it, I ſpoke to this purpoſe 3 that although I had 
done nothing, to deſerve ſuch a ſeizure, yet, for- 
aſmuch : as L made conſcience.not to conform, or 
ſubmit to the Jaws I lived under, I would quietly 
bear what God ſhould permit them to do : I 
confeſs this was trying to me, who had always 
lived in great plenty of outward things, and 
who had rejations of ſome account in the world, 
to ſee myſelf ſtript of all my goods at once, 
which I had honeſtly provided, having at the 
ſame time a family of ſmall children about me: 
my neighbours allo diſcovered great concern 
upon this occaſion; but eſpecially my wife, poor 
heart, burſt into tears, to think that her houſe 
ſhould be plundered, and all her goods ſeized, 
and ſold in her ſight; yet, after awhile, the 
recovered herſelf, ſaying, that if it was the 
will of the Lord it ſhould be ſo, ſhe En: to 
| ſubmit, 
1 Y 


\ 
* 
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My goods being thus ſeized, and an inven- 
tory taken, the officers gave us a ſtrict charge, 
that nothing ſhould be removed; they cried 
them the next market-day, at Litchfield, my 
wife was preſent at the time: all ſorts of catth, 


hay, and homfhold goods, to be ſold very cheap, Ce. 
When they were at firſt proclaimed, feveral-ill- 
minded perſons began to covet them, and offered 

to buy; but, as God would have it, a terror 
ſoon fell on the mind, of moſt, and the people 
in general ſo diſcouraged one another, that not 


a ſingle perſon appeared at the ſale, 


T nx1s enraged my adverſaries ſo much the 
more, and put tnem upon driving all my cattle 
that were fit for the market, to Litchfield, 
which was about a mile diſtance, It was with 
great difficulty they forced them out of the field, 

and when they brought them to market, no 
man would buy them; after which they drove 
them to another market, but ſold them not £ 


there 3 


een their hopes thus fruſtrated, they 
obtained leave of the juſtices, to fetch my go ods” 


2 At laſt it pleaſed God to permit th e bailiff of the . 
to purchaſe them 
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to Litchfield, and there ſell them at their lei- 
ſure, urging the ſhame and diſgrace they ſhould 
fall under, in caſe they were not ſold, and that 
Lawrence Spooner himſelf would laugh in their 
faces, &c. Accordingly two of them cams to 
my houſe, and giving me very 0 language, 
began to rifle the rooms, demanditig the keys 
of the cheſts and coffers, which my wife with 
ſome reluctance delivered, to prevent their be- 
ing broken in pieces. But when they had got 
poſſeſſion of my effects, they could not hire 

waggons to carry them away, though they 
proffered double the price of carriage ; at laſt 


indeed they procured two teams, which were 


very weak, and the ways being then bad, they 
were for ſome time by that means hindered ; 
then they importuned a neighbour, who was 
no friend to diſſenters, to come over his ground 
but prevailed not. Thus providence prevent- 
ed their deſigns, till thoſe men with whom 
they had agreed, refuſed carrying the 1 at 


any rate. © 


N all theſe difficulties, 
they hoped ere long, without fail to compaſs 
their end: in the mean while they drank ex- 
ceeding hard: and one of them ſaid, in tbe 
hearing of a perſon of credit, Come fill us a 

| thou» 
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thouſand jugs, we will have them all paid for, 
and boldly ſang, One hundred pounds will buy a 
foul from hell, &c. My friends replied, it was 
not beſt to drink too hard, for they might not 


be able to accompliſh their deſigns, He an- 


ſwered, although they had received no money 
as yet, they ſhould hereafter ; adding, that the 
king would place a loyal ſubject in my houſe 
ſhortly, and zhen aſked, what would I do ? 


Bur I deſire with awful reverence to men- 


tion the following circumſtance : this ſame 


perſon, either hy exceſſive drinking, or, as 
ſome have thought, by a ſecret ſtroke from 
God, declined by little and little, dreoping 
away and ſoon died. Before he died, he was 


ſmitten with a wounded conſcience, and al- 


moſt in his laſt words ſaid, God forgive me; 


T have greatly injured thoſe I have :nformed againſt, 


_ which troubles me more than any thing I have ever 
done in my life, bidding thoſe preſent to mark 
his ſetter-on, ſaying, that divine vengeance 
would certainly follow him, and much more 
to the ſame purpoſe : this being noiſed abroad 
it greatly daunted ſome daring ſinners, and ſo 


awed the minds of all, that none durſt buy 
any ſort of goods belonging to me, nor come 


to fetch any thing out of my houſe, 
* . 1 TRE 


all; 
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Tx informers growing quite weary. of this 
way of ſtriving, ſome of the juſlices took me 
in hand, and were fully determined to have the 
warrant executed, eſpecially as they had met 
with ſo much trouble in this affair, and I had 
never in perſon, or by others, ſought any favor 
from them; my character as an honeſt man 
was alone in my favor, notwithſtanding which, 
when they had heard that we ſtill kept our 
meetings as uſual, they threatned the conſtable, 
and, at laſt, which I long expected, was ſum- 
moned before them. | 


Tas next morning I ſet forth- attended by 
a Chriſtian friend, and- as we rode along ſpake 
to my companion as follows. Could we now 
ſee the heavens open, and God Almighty as ſit- 
ting on a throne, governing all the world, and 
holding both men and devils in chains, ſaying 
to them, as to the ſea; Hitherto ſhall ye go and 
no further, and here ſhall your proud waves 
be ſtaid; how fearleſs ſhould we be to-day, of 
thoſe perſons, before whom we are going to 
ſtand'!! adding, moreover, that although ſenſe 
could not ſee this, yet faith diſcerned it; and, 
_ through grace, of this truth we had a moſt 
convincing evidence; for when we came to the 
us the conſtable preſented the warrant, ſay- 
ing, 


0 
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ing, that] was there; upon which the juſtices, 
after conſulting together, returned this anſwer, 
that he might take me home again, for they 
deſired not to ſee me. 


| I neTuRNeD with great admiration. And 
that very evening, the ſociety had appointed to 
meet, in order to take their leave of me, ex- 
pecting it would be a night of ſorrow, and that 
I'ſhould be ſent to priſon the next morning. 
But the Lord made it a ſeaſon of great comfort 
and joy, not only as I was ſo wonderfuily re- 
ftored, but alſo in ſending a precious ſervant. 
of his providentially among us, who preached 
that night from Jer. ix. 7. Therefore, thus ſaith 
the Lord, Beho!”', I will melt them, and try them, 
or how ſhall 1 . for the daughter of my people? 
He ſpake ſo affectionately and powerfully from 
the words, ſhewing God's gracious ends and 
deſigns in trying his people's faith and pa- 
tience, that it greatly affected us all: and I 
could not forbear ſinging, after ſuch an unex- 
pected deliverance as this: 


O world of wonders, what a providence [ 
That I ſhould thus be brought from thence ! 
My foes enthral'd, myſelf ſet free 1 

To _ his 280 in 8 liberty)! 


AFTER 
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by theſe things had oaled, my 3 ; 
_ not what courſe to take, in order to hin- 
der our meetings, and to revenge themſelves on 


my perſon or goods. They were like men tied 


hand and foot, and could do me no more miſ- 
chief, therefore from this time, through mercy, 
we had reſt : and, ſo remarkable was cke pro- 
vidence of God, that my adverſaries themſelves 
met with abundance of trouble throughout the 
whole of this proſecution. The chief informer 
complained he loſt by me, the conſtable was 
charged with being bribed from a due execution 
of the warrants, and the juſtices were wearied 
in about two years perplexity in this affair. So 
that I may ſay with the Pſalmiſt, Pſalm ix. 15, 
16, In the net which they hid is their own foot 
taten, the Lord is known by the judgment which he 

executeth, the wicked is ſnared in the works af his 

_ own hands, Higgaion, Selah. . 


Ax laſt king Charles the IId. died, which 


put a ſtop to ſufferings for the preſent, and al- _ 


though after two years they were revived, and 
I endured many hard things for conſcience- ſake; 
yet after all the ſtorms were over, and my ene- 
mies had done their umoſi, I think I loſt not 
from firſt to laſt above thirty pounds, forwhich 
I had ſo large. a crop" of ee that I 

have 
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have the greateſt reaſon to forgive them, and 


do heartily pray, that God would not lay 


their ſin to their charge. Moſt gladly would 
I ſerve the worſt of my enemies, eſpecially in 
what concerns their fouls : This I find to be 


the very life of Chrift, who always went 


about doing good. And the perfections of | 


the glorious Deity, perhaps, are not imitable' 


in any thing more tt an in this, for, he cauſeth , 
his jun to ſhine on the evil and the good, and 


ſendeub rain on the juſi and on the unjuſt, Matt. 
v. 45 · | 


In the midſt of my bats; I had many pre- 
cious promiſes, and ſecret ſupports and comforts 
from above, iat ſtrangers intermeddle not with; 
inſomuch, that JI durſt not have exchanged my 


condition, with the greateſt men in the world, 


who lived at eaſe and were free from ſufferings, 
And as I had the promiſes to ſtay and ſupport 
me all along, ſo I have ſince ſeen them fulfilled, 
in a way I the leaſt expected, I mean, in the 
Lord's blefling me abundantly, with all forts of 
temporal bleſſings, ſo that what I loft is more 
than made up. My cup is not only full, but 
it runneth over. I have found ſuch a manifeſt 
difference in my temporal eſtate; that it does 
not ſeem to be the fame inheritance, but one 
far more large and fruitful, I have enough, and 
enough 
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enough of all kinds of earthly comforts, and 
perhaps ſomething conſiderable to ſpare, not- 
withſtanding my yearly expence, I mean ſome- 
thing wherewith I can ſhew kindneſs to the 
Lord's miniſters, and his poor people. 


'In ſhort, my mind ſince theſe exerciſes has 
been more calm, comfortable, and compoſed, 
and I have had Chriſt Jeſus, my Saviour, more 
conſtantly in my heart and eye than ever before; 
ſo that I have come out of this wilderneſs lean- 
ing upon him, who, I hope and truſt, will ſtill 
guard and defend me from men and devils, 
and at laſt preſent me without fault before RG 
with exceetling } joy. | | 


LAWRENCE SOON ER. 


Note. This excellent man lived ſeveral years 
after his ſufferings, and was not only an exem- 
plary chriſtian, but a uſeful miniſter, much 
known and valued in thoſe parts. He died and 
was buried at Curburow, near Litchfield, where 
he was born, and in which place he had always 


dwelt ; but his age, and the year of kis death, 
I cannot recover, 
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T, be choice apportioned! of Mrs. Rebecca 
Combe, eldeſt daughter of the late Rev. 
Mr. David Clarkſon, delivered by ber 
on her admiſſion into fellowſhip with the 
church, late under the care of the late 
Rev. Mr. T 1 Gouge. 


Nn N giving an account of the dealings 

X 1 X of God with my ſoul, I deſire truly 
K . and ſincerely to repreſent the ſtate of 

NN KM m my caſe; I am ſenſible it will be in 

much weakneſs, but I hope my end is that God 

may have the glory of his own work, which he 

bath wrought on ſo mean and unworthy a erea- 
ture as yall, | 


I HAD the advantage, and mrludble bleſſing 
of a religious education, both my parents being 
eminent for wiſdom and grace. Under the in- 
ſtructions of my good mother, 1 had early and 

frequent n. though theſe impreſſions 
laſted 


Mrs. REBECCA COMBE.. * 


laſted not long, for I wore. them off, cicher by 

a formal engaging in ſome religious duties, or 
Elſe, by running into ſuch diverſions, as were 
ſuited to my childhood. But my convictions 
being renewed as I grew up, and it being im- 5 
preſſed on my mind that this way of performing 
duties, by fits and ſtarts, merely to quiet an ac- 
cuſing conſcience, would not ſatisfy. the deſires 
of an immortal ſoul capable of higher enjoy. 
ments than I took up with; this put me on 
ſerious thoughtfulneſs what method to purſue, 
in order to bind myſelf to a more ſtated perfor- 
| mance of thoſe duties, which, I was convinced, 
the Lord required of me. 


. Fefe 1 made a | moſt 1 reſo- 
lution, to addreſs myſelf to God by | prayer, both - 
morning and evening, and never, on any OCca» | 
ſion whatever, to neglect it, calling the Lord 
to witneſs againſt me, if 1 broke this ſolemn 
engagement. But, alas ! I ſoon ſaw the va- 

nity of my own reſolutions, for as I was only 
found in the performance of duty through fear, 
and as a taſk, and, having once omitted it at 
the ſet time, I concluded my promiſe was now 
broke, and from that time continued in a total 
neglect of prayer, till it pleaſed the Almigbty 


| | Spirit, to return with his powerful operations, | 
C2 and 


28 The choice Experience of | 
and ſet my fins in order before me. Then my 
unſuitable carriage under former convictions, 
together with my breaking the moſt ſolemn 
engagements to the Lord, wounded me deep. 
Indeed I was tempted to conclude I had ſinned 
the unpardonable fin, and ſhould never r be for- 
given. 


| Yer, in my greateſt diſtreſs and anguiſh of 
ſpirit, I could not give up all hope, having fome 
views of the free and ſovereign grace of God, 
as extended to the vileſt and worſt of ſinners, 
though I could not take the comfort of it to 
myſelf. My ſins appeared exceeding ſinful. 
I even loathed and abhorred myſelf on account 
of them, and was ccutinually begging a deeper 
ſenſe and greater degrees of humiliation. I. 
thought I could have been content, yea, I was 
deſirous, to be filled, with the utmoſt horror and 
terror of which I was capable, if this might be 
a means of bringing me to that degree of ſor- 
row, which I apprehended the Lord expected, 
from ſo vile a creature, The heinous nature of 
my ſins, and their offenſiveneſs to the pure eyes 
of his holineſs was ever before me, inſomuch 
that I thought I could not be too deeply 
wounded, or feel I enough, 


Tuts 
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Tims hi me on a Sa and refileſs ap- 
plication to God through Chriſt, from whom 
alone I now ſaw all my help moſt come. I had 
tried the utmoſt I could do, and found it left 
me miſerably ſhort of what the law required and 
I wanted. I was convinced that an expecta- 
tion of ſome worthineſs in myſelf, as the con- 
dition of my acceptance before God, was that 

which had kept me ſo long from Chriſt and the 
free promiſes of the goſpel ; and therefore, as 
enabled, I went to the Lord, and pleaded thoſe 
abſolute promiſes of his word, which are made 
freely to ſinners in his Son, without the leaſt 
qualification to be found in me, I was enabled 
to urge thoſe encouraging words, Rev. xxii. 17. 

Let him that is atbirſi come, and whoſoever will 
let him take the water of life freely, Alſo Iſaiah 
Iv. 1. Without money and without price; with 
many more of the like nature, which would 
be too tedious to mention. I defire to come 
to Chriſt, unworthy as I was, and caſt my ſoul 
entirely upon him, for 1 clearly ſaw that all I 
had heretofore done profited me nothing, ſince 
my very prayers, conſidered as a ſinner, were 
an abomination to the Lord. "There was nothing 

left therefore for me to take the leaft comfort 
and encouragement from, but the free grace of 
| God in Chriſt Jeſus, which 1 continued to 
G3. plead 
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plead with much earneſtneſs, and found my | 
ſoul enlarged beyond whatever I had experien- 
85 before. 5 


| Soo after, I I providentially opened a a manu- 
ſcript of my father's, and caſt my eye upon that 
part of it, where he was ſhewing, what pleas a 
ſenſible ſinner might make uſe of in prayer. 
Many things were mentioned which were very 
reviving. I was miſerable, and that might be 
a plea, I might alſo plead his own mercy, the 
ſuitableneſs, the largeneſs, and the freeneſs of 
his mercy. I might plead my own inability to 
þelieve, of which I was very ſenſible, —T might 
alſo plead the will of God, for he commands 
ſinners to believe, and is highly diſhonoured 
by unbelief.—1 might likewiſe plead the de- 
ſcent of faith, it is the gift of God, and the 
nature of this gift which is free. Vea I might 
plead the examples of others who have obtained 
this gift, and that againſt the greateſt unlike- 
lihood and improbabllities that might be, I 
might and could plead further, my willingneſs 

to ſubmit to any thing, ſo that I might but 
find this favour with the Lord, Moreover 1 
might plead Chriſt's prayer, and his compaſ- 
ſions—the workings of his Spirit already be- 
9 that regard which the Lord ſhews to 

irra- 


Mrs. REBECCA COMBE. 3¹ 


irrational creatures; he hears their cries, and 
will he ſhut out the cries of a poor periſhing 
ſinner ?—In ſhort, I might plead my neceſſity 
and extreme need of faith, a ſenſe of which 


was deeply impreſſed on my ſoul ®. 


On reading theſe pleas J found great relief, 
yea, they were to me as a voice from heaven, 
ſaying, This is the way walk in it. I was en- 
abled to go and act faith upon a Redeemer, and 
could give up my all to him, and truſt in him 

alone for all. I was now convinced by his Spirit, 
that he would work in me what was well-pleaſ- 
ing and acceptable to God, and that he required 
nothing of me but what his free rich grace would _ 
beſtow upon me. Now was Chriſt exceeding _ 
precious to my ſou), and I longed for clearer 
diſcoveries of him, both in his perſon and offices, 
as prophet, prieſt, and king. 


AnD O how did I admire his condeſcending 
love and grace to ſuch a poor, wretched, worth- 
leſs creature as myſelf ! I was greatly delighted 
in frequent acts of refignation to him, defiring 
that every faculty of my ſoul might be brought 

2 4 into 


- 


* See the above pleas excellently enlarged on in Mr. Clark- 
ſon's volume of Sermons and Diſcourſes, publiſhed ſince his 
death, page 123, &c, 
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into an entire obedience, and could part with 
every offenſive thing, and would not have ſpared 
ſo much as one darling luſt, but was ready to 
bring it forth and ſlay it before him, In ſhort, I 
could now perceive a change wrought in my 
whole ſoul ! J now delighted in what before 
was my greateſt burthen, and fqund that moſt 
burthenſome in which I before moſt delighted. 
I went on pleaſantly in duty; my meditation on 
him was ſweet, and my heart much enlarged, in 
admiring his inexpreſſible love and grace, ſo 
free and ſovereign, to ſo wretched a creature, 
which even filled my foul with wonder and 
love. 


Bor this delightfu) ame did not long con- 
tinue, for I was ſoon ſurprzed with ſwarms of 
vain thoughts, which appeared in my moſt ſo- 
lemn approaches to God, and ſuch violent hur- 
ries of temptation, as greatly ſtaggered my faith, 
which was weak. Hereupon I was ready to 
give up all, and to conclude that | had mocked 
God, and cheated my own ſoul ; that theſe. 
wandering thoughts, and this unfixedneſs of 
mind in duty, could never conſiſt with a ſincere 
love to the things of God. 1 thought my heart 
had been fixed, but, O] how exceeding deceit- 
ful did I then find it? which greatly diſtreſſed 

me, 
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me, and made me conclude my fins were rather 
| Increaſed than mortified, inſomuch that I was 
ready to cry out, O wretched creature that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death J 
and in conſideration of the power and prevaleney 
of indwelling corruptions, and daily tempta- 
tions, which I had to grapple with, I was ready 
to ſay, 1 ſhall one day fall by the hands of theſe 
enemies. 


Bor theſe diſcouragements were fully re- 
moved, by reading ſome of my father's writings, 
where it was obſerved, that a perſon had no 
reaſon to conclude his fins were more increaſed, 
merely becauſe they appeared more, and became 

more troubleſome, ſince this aroſe from the 
oppoſition they now met with, from that prin- 
ciple of grace which now was implanted, Hence 
I learned, that before, the fleſh reigned guzetly 
in me, and therefore I perceived not the luſts 
thereof, but now all the powers and faculties of 
my ſoul were engaged againſt them, they gave 
me the greatef diffurbance, and. ſtruggled more 
and more. Alſo theſe words were impreſſed on 
my mind with an eſſicacious power, 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. My grace is ſufficient for thee, which 


gave me peace in believing that it ſhould be to 
me ie according to his word, 


Tus 
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Ius after many conflicts, comforts, and 
ſupports, I determined to give myſelf up to ſome 
church, that I might partake of the Lord's 
Supper, and have my faith confirmed in the 
blood of that everlaſting covenant, which I 
hoped the Lord had made with me, ſince he 
had given me his Spirit as the earneſt thereof, 
I accordingly was joined to a church, and in 
coming to this ordinance found great delight : 
my faith was ſtrengthned, and my love increaſed, 
from that ſweet communion I then enjoyed with 
my Lord by his bleſſed Spirit, who often filled 
me with joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 


Thus I walked up“ er the ſweet and comfor- 


table ſenſe of his love, and whilſt in the way of 
my duty, I was thus indulged with ſuch ſights 
of the Redeemer's glory, and ſuch a taſte of his 
erace, I frequently wiſhed that I might never 
more go back to the world again. 


Bur aſter all theſe manifeſtations; Owretch- 
ed creature] God in his providence calling me 
more into the world by changing my condition ; 
this new relation brought new affections and 
ne temptations, which, being too much yield- 
ed to, inſenſibly prevailed, and brought me into 
ſuch perplexing darkneſs that I want words to 
expreſs it. * loſt the ſenſe of the love of God, 

and 
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and hence my duty was per formed without that 
delight I had once experienced, the want of 
which-made me often negle& it, and eſpecially 
in private, while I attended on public en | 


wi little Aan or pure,. : 


Tus W e of this decay i in my love, 

and the loſs of thoſe quickening influences of 
the Spirit which I uſed to experience in duty, 
increaſed my darkneſs, and I had doleful -appre- 
henfions of my ſtate. And my inordinate love 
to the creature, and want of ſubmiſſion to the 
will of the Lord, in diſpoſing of what I had 
ſo unduly ſet my heart on, prepared me to look 
for awful things, in a way of judgment from 
the righteous God, which I afterwards found ; 
his hand was ſoon laid on that very object dy 
which I had ſo provoked him; for a diſorder 
ſeized him, under which he long languiſhed till 
it ended in his death T. 


Tris was a melancholy ſtroke, and the more 
ſo as 1 ſaw his hand ſtretched out ſtill, for I 
continued in an unſuitable temper, and without 
. chat armen which ſuch a diſpenſation called 

| for. 


f Her huſband died of a PPAR at Hitchin, but i in 
c what year I know not. 
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for. The Lord ſtill hid his face from me, and 

it is impoſſible to give a particular account of 
thoſe per ple xing thoughts, and tormenting fears 
which filled my mind. Every thing appeared 
dreadfully dark both within and without. O, 
were it poſſible to deſcribe it to others, as I 
then felt it, they would dread that which will 
ſeparate between them ad God Lexpected, if 
the Lord did return, it would be in a terrible 
way, by ſome remarkable judgment or other, : 
but oftentimes, from the frame I was in, + Y 
could fee no ground to hope he, would ever 
return at all. 


Bur was it to me according to my diſmal 
apprehenfions and fears? Oh! no; my ſoul 
and all that is within me bleſs and adore his 
name, under a ſenſe of his free and ſove= 
reign grace, who manifeſted himſelf unto thee 
as a God, pardoning iniquity, tranſgreſſion and 
fin. This was the title by which he manifeſted _ 
bimſelf to Moſes, when he cauſed his glory to 
paſs before him, (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7.) And it 
was in the clear apprehenſion, and powerful 
application of this by the Almighty Spirit, that 
Iwas brought to admire ſo greatly, the free grace 
of God, thus diſcovered tome in ſo extraordinary 


a manner, that it even W my very ſoul 
| with 
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with love and thankfulneſs, beyond any thing 
that I had experienced in the whole of my 
paſt life. 5 

Tux beginning of this wonderful alteration 
in my frame, was hearing the experienoe of one, 
which I thought very much like my own, when 
the Lord firſt began to work on my ſoul. I 
concluded that this perſon was the ſubje& of a 
real and univerſal change; on this occaſion I 
determined to conſider my former experience, 
in doing of which I found the bleſſed Spirit of 
all. grace aſſiſting me, and witneſſing td his 
work upon my heart, inſomuch that ere I was 
aware, my ſoul was like the chariots of a wil- 
ling people; I was wonderfully enlivened in 
duty, and enlarged in thankfulneſs to God, for 
thus manifeſting himſelf, and directing me to 
thoſe means which he had ſo 3 bleſ- 
ſed, e my expectation *, * 


Tauss 


* This ſhews the benefit of communicating experiemces, 
As in water face anſwers to face, ſo the heart of men to 1 
Prov. xxvii. 19, And though this great duty is much neyleft- 
ed, by chriſtians in the preſent day; yet I am perſuaded, the 
Lord would bleſs it for mutual comfort, quickening, . and 
eſtabliſhment, As the wiſe man ſpeaks, ver, 17. Iran fg 
Fenetb iron, fo a man ſherpeneth the countenance og his 1 5 


. 3 
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Tuus the Lord dre me by the cords' of 


love, and lifted up the light of his countenance 


upon me, ſo that in his light I aw light, which 
ſcattered that-miſerable cloud of darkneſs, that 
had enwrapped my ſoul fo long. Yea, he diſ- 


pelled all thoſe unbelieving thoughts which 
were apt to ariſe, on account of that low eſtate 


out of which he had newly raiſed me. It was 
ſuggeſted to me that this was not his ordinary 
way of dealing with fuch provoking creatures 
as myſelf, but that they are uſually filled with 
terrors, and brought down even to a view of 
the loweſt hell, &c. Thus Satan endeavoured 
to hold me under E-ijeving fears, but the bleſ- 
ſed Spirit, by taking of the things of Chriſt, 
and ſhewing them unto me, e over the 


tem ptation. 


I nab a diſcovery of che obs of of the Fa- 


ther's love, as unchangeable, free, and eternal, 


which was diſcovered in pitching on me before 
the foundation of the world. And the glory 


of the Son as n from the Fathar, and 
2 


i.e. it gives him a whet, and, as it were, ſets a new edge 


upon him. Good mens graces are ſharpened by converſe with 
thoſe that are goed, and bad mens luſts and paſſions are ſharp- 


end by thoſe that are bad, So Mr, Henry. 
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oftering a ſacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour, 
and in bringing i in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
which by his Spirit he enabled me to reſt wholly 
and alone upon, as the foundation of every 
bleſſing which I have received, or he has pro- 


miſed for the whole of my acceptance before 


God, for my juſtification, ſanctification, and 
full redemption. On this foundation he has 
enabled me ſtedfaſtly to rely, which greatly en- 
lirens and enlarges my ſoul, in its addreſſes to 
the Father, through the Son, by the aſſiſtance 
of the holy Spirit, for pardon and ſtrength, 
againſt thoſe powerful corruptions which ſtill 
remain in my; heart. ; 


O Tr; love the infinite, condeſcending, 
and unchanging love of the Father! and, O that 
fulneſs of grace which is treaſured up in my 
Redeemer, to be beflowed on me, by his pro- 
miſed Spirit! of which ſo much hath already 
been communicated, that my ſoul is even over- 
whelmed under the ſenſe and conſideration of 
it! The Lord appears to me as reſting in his 
love, and joying over me with ſinging, as it 
is expreſſed, Zeph. iii. 17. which ſcripture, with 
many others, has been ſo opened, and applied, 
as makes my approaches to him exceeding de- 
lightful, * this ſenſe of his love lays me 

| low, 
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low, in the views of my own vileneſs and uri- 
worthineſs, and conſtrains me to love him and 
live to him, and to give him all the glory of 
that change, which of his own free, and ſove- 
reign grace, he has wrought in me. There 
was nothing in me to move him to this, yea, 
what was there not in me to provoke him to 
caſt me off for ever ? But, thus it hath pleaſed 
him to magnify his grace and mercy, on a 
creature the n unworthy of any, that ever 
recived a favour at his hands. 


 Txnow not where to end. He has recovered 
me from amongſt the dead, and he ſhall have 
the glory of it whilſt I live: yes, I will praiſe 
him, and tell of the wonders of his love to 
others, that fo he may be honoured, and none 
may diſtruſt him. He has filled me with his 
praiſes, though he has not given me that natural 
capacity which ſome have been bleſſed with, to 
exprels what I feel and find, of his work on my 
ſoul. But this I can ſay, I have found him 
whom my ſoul loves, he hath manifeſted him- 
ſelf to me, and there is nothing I dread fo much 
as loſing fight of him again, His preſence 
makes all his ordinances, and all his providences, 
and every thing delightful unto me. It is im- 


poſſible to _ We] joy of my ſou] in ſweet 
converſes 
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Converſes with him, with a ſenſe of his love 
and the experience of his preſence, under the 
influences of his Spirit, whoſe office it is toabide 
with me, and to guide, direct, and comfort me 
for ever. 


Tis from a ſenſe of my duty, and a deſire 
to follow the direction of that bleſſed Spirit, 
that I requeſt fellowſhip with you of this 
church*, Amongſt you my Lord has been 
pleaſed to diſcover himſelf to me, and to make 
the miniſtry you fit under exceeding uſeful and 
comfortable to my ſoul ; by it I have been built 
up and ſettled on the right foundation, the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, that rock that ſhall never be 
moved. Your order likewiſe appears to me very 
beautiful and lovely, being, as I apprehended, 
moſt agreeable to the rules of my Lord, Hence 
I deſire to have communion with you, that ſo 
by your example and watchfulneſs over me, and 
the other advantages ariſing fromchurch-fellow- 
ſhip, I may find what I expect, and earneſtly 
deſire in communion with you, namely, that I 
= NE fellowſhip with the Father, and 

| D the 


+ A church in London, then under the paſtoral care of the 
Rev. Mr, Thomas Gouge, to which ſhe removed her commu- 
nion, and at the time of her admiſſion gave this account, 


42 | The choice Experience of, &c; 


the Son, through the eternal Spirit, whilſt I 


wait upon him in the ways of his own ap- 
pointment. | 


Dec. 17, 1697. REBECCA COMBE. 


Te1s valuable chriſtian lived to a good old 
age; ſhe was confined by illneſs for four years 
before her death, during which ſhe had large 
experience, and greatly valued her ſtated habi- 
tual ſeaſons for cenverſe with God, and longed 
much for the time when all hindrances and re- 
ſtraints ſhould be for ever removed. She ſlept 


in Jeſus, Nov. 20, 1744, aged 79 years, and 


her remains were interred in Bunhill-Fields. 


— 


TO 431 . 


al 
. 


- 


7, he 1 of Mrs. Cam 
Clarkſon, ſecond daughter of the late 
_ Rev. My. David Clarkſon, given to the 
church with whom ſhe lived in commu- 


nion; with a ſhort atcount of ber com- 
9 end. 


OI V education has been very Arie 
M 3 The conſtant inſtruction and ex- 

M ample of my parents had ſo early 
N an „ ee nk] it is hard to tell 
which was my firft awakening. Ever fince I 
can remember any thing of myſelf, I have 
had frequent convictions of the danger of fin, 
and an unregenerate ſtate, attended with fears 
of the puniſhment due to it, therefore was de- 
ſirous of an interef in Chriſt, by whom I might 
be pardoned and ſaved from the wrath of God. 
This made me very fearful of omitting duties, 
or committing known fins, and though theſe 
convictions wore off, yet they often returned, 


D 2: and 


— 
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and rendered me uneaſy, unleſs I was praying 
or learning ſcriptures, or ſomething which, I 
thought good. In theſe exerciſes I was well 
ſatisfied, though it was my happineſs to be un- 
der the moſt careful inſpection and judicious 
helps for the A of my judgment. 


* Brrore I apprehended what it was to rely | 
upon an all-ſufficient Saviour for righteouſneſs 
and ftrength, I remember my notion of things 
was this, that I was to hear, and pray, and keep 
the ſabbath, and avoid what. I knew to be fin, 
and then I thought God was obliged to fave 
me; that I did what I could, and ſo all that 
he required; and I further conceived, that if at 
any time I omitted ſecret prayer, or any other 
duty, yet if I repented it was ſufficient ; and, 
on this conſideration I have often Nene upon 
the commiſſion of ſin, with a reſolve to repent 
the next day, and then having confeſſed the 
tranſgreſſion, my conſcience has been eaſy, and 
'T was well ſatisfied. Indeed fin, at that time, 
was not burdenſome, I truly deſired that my 
ſins might be pardoned, but thought the ways of 
religion hard, and, though I durſt not live in 
the conſtant neglect of duty, yet I ſecretly wiſh- 
ed that J had been under no obligation to per- 
form it. When I reflect on the thoughts and 


workings 
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workings of my heart and affections in theſe 
times, and the confuſed apprehenſions which I 
then had both of fin and grace, I am fully per- 
ſwaded that, through grace, there is a real, and, 

in ſome meaſure, an univerſal change wrou ught“ 1 
in my ſoul. 

Ar zn my father s death I was . one 
of his manuſcrips, wherein both the object and 
nature of ſaving faith was deſcribed, and the 
great neceſſity of it preſſed, &c t. The plain 
and clear definition there given of the ſaving 
act of faith, cauſed other apprehenſions of 
things than I had before. I then began to ſee, 
how ſhort I had come in all my performances, 
of that diſpoſition of ſoul which the goſpel 
called for, and how guilty [ was while depend- 
ing upon theſe performances for acceptance with” 


. Ns od | God, 


* A Pe Sale for 3 Chriſtians to judge oſ thets ſtate - 
by, to look back and compare themſelves with themſelves, 
what they once Tvere with what they note are, at leaſt defire to 
be. Surely moſt on ſuch a review may ſay with the blind 
man, John ix. 25. One thing 1 know, that whereas I was 
blind, now I ſee, They may ſee their former blindneſs and 
datkneſs, arid diſtance from W and thoſe few defir res after 
and delight in him, &c, 

＋ See Mr. Clarkſon's volume of ſermons 8 refhrmad/t to 
in Mrs, Combe's account, And it is very remarkable, theſe 
diſcourſes concerning faith, were greatly bleſſed to borb daugh- 
ters after their father's death, 


- 
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God, not caſting myſelf wholly and alone er 
Chriſt, and reſting on his righteouſneſs, entirely, 
for pardon and Juſtification. The concern of 
my mind was very great, that I bad lived ſo long 
ignorant of thoſe things which related to my 
eternal welfare, T was ſenſible, the means and 
helps J had been favoured with, for improve- 
ment in knowledge, were beyond what is com- 
mon, but I had refuſed inſtruction, the conſider- 
ation of which was very terrible to my thoughts, 
fearing left I had finjed ITY = er of * 
giveneſs. 


. Ae 117181 


Bur in the moſt a Meng apprehenſions 
of my caſe, my heart was much enlarged in the 
confeſſion of ſin, aud in bewailing my captivity 
to it, which was attended with earneſt wreſt- 
lings with the Lord, for pardoning and purify- 
ing grace. Thoſe abſolute promiſes in the 36th 
chapter of Ezekiel, of a new heart and right 
ſpirit, were my continual plea, together with 
Matt. v. 6. Bleſſed are they who hunger and 
thirfl after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled, 
1 found longings and pantings of ſoul after that 
righteouſneſs, and ſaw that it could only be re- 
ceived by faith, this faith I earneſtly begged. 
and that the Lord wou!d pardon that great fin 


of unbelief, which ſo provoked and diſhonoured 
| | him, 


Mrs. GERTRUDE CLARKSON. 47 
him, and that he would, by his own Spirit, 
enable me to embrace Chrift an freely held 
forth in the _ 


ABovur this time I was much affected with 
the conſideration of Chriſt's offices, as prophet, 
prieſt, and king. And though I durſt not 


claim an intereſt in them, yet was often 


meditating upon them, admiring that infinite 
condeſcenſion which is manifeſted therein. I 
thought whatever my condition was in this 
world, yet if I might be under his power- 
ful and effectual teachings as a prophet, and 
have the benefit of his atonement and inter- 
ceſſion as a prieſt, and be entirely ſubjedtt 
to him in every faculty of my ſoul, as my 
Lord and King, then how ſatisfied and —_— 

ſhould I be! | 


I was under theſe ſtrugglings a long time, 
before I came to any comfortable perſuaſion, 
that I was accepted. Sins apainft light and 
love, deeply wounded me, and the many 
aggravating circumſtances which attended 
them, were ſo repreſented by ſatan, that I 
could not tell how to believe, ſuch iniquities 
as mine would be forgiven. But in the midſt 
of theſe diftrefling thoughts, I found in that 

D 4 manu- 
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manuſcript of my father's that none but 
untuorthy ſinners, who are empty of all good 
in themſelves, were the objed's of pardoning 
mercy, that the whole needed not the phyſi- 
cian, but the ſick. This encouraged me 
to plead with hope, that the Lord would 
- glorify the freeneſs of his own grace in my fal- 
vation, and to urge that Chriſt called the weary 
and heavy laden to him with a promiſe * reſt. 
* xi. 28. * : 


I FounD my ſoul was extreemly Leiden 
with ſin; it appeared more exceeding ſinful than 
ever before; ſins of thought, as well as words 
and adtions, were then obſerved with ſorrow, 
and lamented before him. Yea, even the 
fins of my moſt holy things, thoſe ſwarms of 
vain thoughts, and wanderings of heart and af- 
fections, of which I was conſcious in my ſecret 
retirements, and moſt ſolemn clofe dealings with 


God. In ſhort, my own foul was my intole- 


rable burden, which made me often queſtion, 
w.hether there were not more provoking fins in 


me 


This is a word in ſeaſon, indeed, to him that is weary, 
has been uſcful to thouſands under firſt concern, as well as 
afterwards, And it is ſpoke by him that is holy, him that is 
true, and may therefore be depended on, under the greateſt 
&ſcouragements that can bg thought of, 


- 
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me than God uſually pardons. O I found how 
every power and faculty was depraved, and that 
I could not do the good I would ! 


IT would þe tedious to relate, the many 
particular diſcouragements and temptations I 
laboured under, ſometimes pouring forth my 
ſoul with ſome hope in his free mercy, ſome- 
times only bewailing my eondition without 
hope, till it pleaſed him, whoſe power and 
grace no impenitent heart can reſiſt and pre- 
- wail, to put a ſtop to my unbelieving reaſon- 
iogh, from the unlikelihood of ſuch fins being 


pardoned, fins fo aggravated and ſo provoking 
as mine, by giving me an awful ſenſe of his 


abſolute ſovereignty from thoſe words, Exodus 
xxxiii. 19. I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will ſhew mercy on whom I will ſhe 
mercy, Alfo Iſaiah Iv. 1. For my thoughts are not 
your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, faith 
the Lord. Theſe conſiderations were ſo impreſſ- 
ed on my mind, and ſtruck ſuch an awe up- 
on my ſpirits, that I durſt not any longer give 
way to my carnal reaſonings; I thought I could 
commit myſelf to his ſovereign pleaſure, let 
him do with me as ſeemed him good *. 

| AFTER 


„This was a remarkable inſtance of Chriſtian ſubmiſſion 
And reſignation, which ſne not only the truth, but frength 
of faith. And thoſe whore thus enabled to go and venture 
ED Pa. them- 
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_ AFTER ſome time my mother perceiving my 
concern, converſed very freely with me, and 
_ aſked if I was not willing to accept of Chriſt 
to ſanttify, as well as to ſave me? I told her 
I defired this above all things. She then ſaid 
he had certainly accepted of me, adding, that 
it was Chriſt who had made me willing to 
cloſe with him, and that he never made any 
foul thus willing, but he had firſt pardoned 
and accepted that ſoul, I ſhall never forget 
with what weight theſe words were impreſſed 
on my heart. I thought it was as a pardon ſent 
immediately to me. I* could not but ſay, I 
was above all things deſirous to be entirely 
ſubje& to Chriſt ir every power and faculty of 
my ſoul, that every thought might be brought 
into ſubjection to Chriſt, and nothing might 
remain in. me contrary to him, but that there 
might be a perfect conformity to his i Image and 


will ia all — 


Arn this converſation, I found great 
compoſure in my mind, believing that the 
Lord had created thoſe defies in me, which 

nothing 


\ 


themſelves upon God in Chriſt, have ſufficient warrant to 
conclude that their ſtate i is ſafe, even when their frame is the 
leaf comfortable, 
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nothing but himſelf, and the enjoyment of 
himſelf, could ſatisfy, and that he would an- 
ſwer them with himſelf; that he would not break 
the bruiſed reed, nor quench the Jſmoaking Hax, 
Matt. xii. 20. My delight was now in nothing 
elſe but meditating upon, and admiring of, 
the free and ſevertign grace of God in Chriſt, 
which diſtinguiſhed me from many others who 
had'not fo highly provoked him, having called 
me out of ſuch groſs darkneſs which I had 
been long in, and given me any glimmerings 
of the licht of the knowledge of the glory of 
his grace. My deſires greatly increaſed after 
further diſcoveries, and clearer light into the 

deep myſteries of the love and grace of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus: and all diverſions from theſe me- 
po n were a burden. 


0 I wen thought all old dr were paſſ⸗ 
ad away, and every thing was become new ! 
I experienced a univerſal change in my mind, 
will, and affections; the bent of them was 
turned another way, The ordinances, which 
were once irkſome, were above all things | 
pleaſant, and the return of ſabbaths conti- 
nually longed for. I was very thankful it 
was my duty as well as privilege to ſet apart 
the whole day for the worſhip and glory of my 
Lord, 
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Lord *. I bewailed much that I could love 
him no more, that there was ſo much ſin re- 
maining in me, and which I found mixed with 
all that 1 did, and that I was not wholly ta 
ken up in thoſe bleſſed and delightful — 
ments, without the leaſt interruption, O I 
longed for that ſtate wherein all theſe fetters 
ſhould be knocked off, and my ſoul ſet at li- 
berty in the worſhip and praiſe of my God, 
being freed from corruptions within or emp- 
tations without. 


My ſoul was bos delightfully carried out 
for ſome time, in which 1 heard a diſcourſe 
from thoſe words, John xxi. 17, Thou knoweſt 
all things, thou knoroft. that love thee. The 
ſcope of this ſermon was for a trial, whether 
our appeal could be made to him who knows 
all things, that we loved him? Under this 
diſcourſe I found my heart greatly carried out 


* I cannot help obſerving rev O that the Lord the Spirit 
may impreſs it powerfully on the conſciences of all whom 
it may concern!) how different her frame from mary pro- 
f-flors, who through ſloth and indolence attend public wor- 
ſhip but one part of the Lord's day, as if they looked upon it 
as a perfect taſk or drudgery, and ſecretly ſaid, Behold,zohat a 
evcarineſs is it ! Mal, i. 13. Or as the prophet Amos de- 
ſcribes their ſad character, Men vill the ſabbath be gone, that 
de may (et forth wheat ? &c. Amos viii, 5, 
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in love to Chriſt, in all bis fordinances, and 
the diſcoveries made of his will therein. "Theſe 
ſubjects concerning the love of Chriſt, and 
his people s love to him, being long continu- 
ed, one ſermon after another, I found I ſat 


under the word with great . and en- 
larged affeQions. 


Ar this time my mother was ; pere 
me to join in communion with ſome church, 
which greatly ſtartled me at firſt, I could 
by no means think of that, not apprehending 
myſelf to have come ſo far yet, I thought there 
muſt be ſomethimg more in me, or I ſhould eat 
and drink damnation to myſelf . But being 

1 85 better 


* This is a uſual device of the devil's to prevent true be- 
lievers joining in church-fellowſhip, ſuggeſting that they muſt 
ſee themſelves more worthy and prepared before they venture 
on this ſolemn ordinance, Whereas in fact, that perſon comes 
moſt worthily to Chriſt and his table too, who is made moſt 
ſenſible of his own unworthineſs. The beſt preparation that 
I know of is to ſee our own unpreparedneſs, and that the 
whole ground of our acceptance, depends entirely,. on the 
blood and righteouſneſs of the dear Redeemer. And that 
damnation the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 1 Cor xi. 29, which has 
ſtruck ſo much terror into the minds of many, and over-awed 
them into a finful neglect of their duty, does not intend eter- 
nal damnation, but ſome temporal judgment, chaſtiſement, or 
correction, in a fatherly way, which the original word pro- 
perly ſignifies, and is the only damnation the Lord's people 


are liable to, for there is no condemnation to them who are in 
_ Chrift Feſus. Rom, viii. 1. 


— 
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I was very far from charging the miniſtry I 
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better informed both as to the nature and 


end of the ordinance, and that it was in- 
tended for the increaſe of grace and ſtrength, 
and that it was a poſitive command of my 
Lord, with whoſe will in all things I was 


very deſirous to comply, I was at laſt pre- 
vailed with to venture on that great ordinance, 


and was much refreſhed and ſatisfied in my 
renewed reſignation, and enlarged expecta- 
tions, of receiving all needful ſupplies, from 


him who is the head of the church. O the 


condeſcending love and grace of my Redeemer, 
repreſented to me in theſe tranſactions, how 


greatly did they delight and affect my ſoul? I 


wiſhed I might have been always thus exerciſed, 
expecting with great pleaſure the return of 
thoſe ſeaſons, wherein I might hope for further 
manifeſtations, and larger communications, of 
grace and love. 


Burr after ſome time my affeQtions beadn to 


cool. I had not ſuch ſweetneſs and enlarge- 
ment in my approaches to God in public, as 


I uſed to ind, I thought the preaching more 
empty, and came ſhort of what I found I 


wanted. This deadneſs continuing, filled me 
with no ſmall concern, fearing I ſhould fall off, 


fat 
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ſat under, but my own wicked wavering heart. 
I have often gone to the houſe of God with 
raiſed expectations, of receiving thofe quick- 
enings I uſed to be bleſſed with, but found ſad 
_ diſappointments, This frame of ſpirit as to pub- 
lic worſhip, was matter of continual mourning. 
and bewailing in ſecret. I was often examining 
my heart as to its aims and ends in my public 
approaches, and could not but conclude my 
deſires were above all things to glorify my Lord 
in all his appointments, and to receive thoſe _ 
bleflings from him which might enable me fo 
to do. 


Tux miſſing of the Lord's preſence under 
the means, in the uſe of which he had com- 
manded me to expect it, and which he had 
heretofore in ſome meaſure vouchſafed, was 
very grievous, I earneſtly begged a diſcovery 
of every ſin that might be hid from me, which 
might be the cauſe of this withdrawing. But 
the decay of my affections ſtill remaining, it 
cauſed great miſgivings of heart, that things 
were not right with me. Yet {till I had ſup- 
ports in my ſecret applications to God, that 
his grace would be ſufficient for me, and that 
I ſhould be kept by his almighty power, 
through Faith unto ſalvation which encourage- 

ments. 


* 
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ments kept me till waiting*with hope, that he 
would yet return and _ me. 


Arrzx ſome time Sala providentially 
brought to this place, I found the preaching 
of your“ paſtor ſo ſuited to my caſe, that I 
was greatly enlarged in thankfulneſs to God, 
who had ſo directed me. T hoſe ſermons upon 


Gal. vi. 3. For if a man thinketh himſelf ſome- 


thing when he is nothing, he' decetveth himſelf, 
though I had heard your miniſter before with 
great ſatisfaction, brought me to a reſolution of 
ſitting under his miniftry. I do not queſtion 
but you remember what . unuſual and deep 
heart- ſearching diſcourſes they were. I wiſh [ 
could expreſs what they were to me. They 
razed me again to the very foundation, and diſ- 
covered the many ſecret holds ſatan had in my 
heart, which before I thought not of, and how 
many ways I was taken up in * which 
was nothing. | 


THESE 


* The Rev. Mr. T. Gouge, it being the ſame church to 
which her fiſter Combe removed her cummunion. Both 
ſiſters had formerly belonged to ſome Preſbyterian congrega- 
tion, which was the reaſon of theſe accounts being given 
upon their admiſſion at Mr. Gouge's, who was of the Inde- 
pendent perſuaſion, and a very valuable man. 
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T wy diſcourſes david dep humblings of | 
ſpirit, and enlarged deſires after further en- 
lightnings. OI found theſe things reached 
me! I needed to be led into the depths of my 
own deceitful heart, and thereby obſerve, that 
ſecret proneneſs there was in me, to be laying 
hold on ſomething in /e/f to reſt upon and ex- 
pect from. In ſhort, I now ſaw that utter in- 
ſufficiency and weakneſs in myſelf, and every 
thing done by myſelf, to ſatisfy the eravings of 
my immortal ſoul, which I had not ſo much as 


once thought 1 en / n t 
I nave been alſo ed: more to t an 
from whence only I can receive What may 
tender me acceptable to the Father, and have, 
never found ſo much ſweetneſs and folid ſa- 
tisfaction in my -acceſſes to God, as when moſt 
ſenſible of my own 'unworthineſs, and entire 


emptineſs, of any thing agreeable to him in 


myſelf, and all my performances, and when 

moſt apprehenſive of that infinite fulneſs and 
ſuitableneſs of grace laid up in Chriſt Jeſus, 
from whence Jam commanded and encouraged 
to be continually receiving freſh ſupplies, Ws) 
thoſe infinite inexhauſtible treaſures | nothing 


nothing leſs can ſatisfy” the reſtleſs cravings 
| es e 
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and pantings of my ſoul! By this preaching, 
1 have been continually led to this frefh ſpring. 
that never fails, and have experienced great 
quickenings in my applications to Chriſt, 
and comfortable rejoicings in him. Notwith- 
ſtanding all thoſe miſerable defects and failures 
in my poor peformances, this gives me com- 
fort, that there is a perſect righteouſneſs 
wrought out for me, which I may receive 


freely by faith, and therein ſtand compleat 
| before God for ever. 


Tux inbfliog on fach truths: as theſe, which 
1000 a direct tendency to lead from ſelf to 
Chriſt; by opening and unfolding the miſteties 
of grace laid up i him, ſo admirably.ſuited to 
anſwer all the neceſſities of poor helpleſs guilty 
creatures, I find above all things encourages me 
to, and enlivens me in, duty f. My low im- 
provements under theſe ſuitable intructive 
helps fill me with mourning, to think there 
ſhould be no greater eſtabliſhment, upon 


ah i the, 


14 * proof that the doctrines of. grace do not, neither | 
can they, lead to licentiouſneſe, No, wherever they come 
with power, I will venture to fay, they are the ſtrongeſt 


motives that can be to univerſal holineſs : the love of Chriſt 


conftreineth us, (2 Cor. v. 14.) obliges and binds us to every 


duty. If a felt ſenſe of this love does not, I am ſure nothing 
— nothing will. 


Mrs. GERTRUDE CLARKSON. 59 
the ſure foundation of 'a' Redeemet's righte- 


ouſneſs, on which 1 Hopes. : have Veen enabled | 
to bald. ; 


Ar times I can aprehend with ſome Adr 
neſs that this righteouſneſs was wrought out 
fot me, and can apply to bim with confidence 
and joy, as the Lird i my righteouſneſs and 
firength, and gfadly hope, that through that 
ſtrength 1 ſhafl be more than a conqueror, 
over every diſturbing corruption and tempta- 
tion. Yea, that I ſhall ſee him ſhortly, as he 
is, in the full ditplays of the glory « of that 
grace and love which I cannot now compre- 
hend, and by the transforming ſight be made 
like Mr. But O how ſhort! how ſeldom 
are theſe interviews | my undeljevitg heart 
till returns to ſts former darknefs and diſtrüſt, 
and gives me frequent occaſions to bewall 
the fluctuations of my weak faith. O that 
it was ſtronget! that it was more ſtedfaſt . 
But bleſſed be his name in whom I put my 
entire truſt, there is grace in him, to help me 
under all decays and failings, through weak 
neſs, Tis from hence I receive ſtrength to 
clevate and excite the acts of faith and love, 
when ſunk ſo low that I cannot raiſe them. 
Tea, it is from the ſame fulneſs [ receive grace, 
| E 2 8 
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to regulate the aQings of grace, and to 60 my 
ſoul from time to time, in a right way of 
improving the grace I received, and for ob- 
taining pardon. for all my defects, as well as for 
the ae all my defilements 1 | 


Tas» are the truths. that head and ſupport: 
my faith, and without theſe were ſet home 
with power on my ſoul, I muſt give up, 
under the great aboundings of my indwelling 
corruptions. I deſire a ſubmiſſive waiting for 
further manifeſtations of his love, in bis own 
time and way. And although I have not thoſe- 
conſtant ſhines of the light of God's counte= | 
nance, with which ſome of his people are 
bleſſed, yet I humbly adore him for the little 
lighthe hath afforded me, and beg your prayers 
that I may be kept cloſe to him, and have 
ſuch conſtant diſcoveries as may ſtrengthen my 
faith, by a cloſe adherence to him, and firm 


reliance on him, without Na hy But I 
am ſenſible that I am too apt to be ooking off 


from the only ſupport and N of my 
| # faith 


1 She drpidivs herſelf hire with ſo much Judgment, as 
ſhews that ſhe had not only a large acquaintance with the 
things of Chriſt, but a deep inſite into herſelf, thoſe ſecret 
workings of her own heart, and entire inſufficiency, to do 
any thing of herſelf, agreeable to the words ef our Lord to his. 
diſciples, John xv. 5, Hithout me ye can do nothing. . 
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_ faith and hope, and to be depending on, and 
expecting from, the frame of my own' ſpirit, 
and workings of my affections towards ſpiri- 
tual . 1. | 


50 rn unſcearchable deceitfulneſs of my 
beat! which is ſo many ways betraying me 
into an unbelieving temper of ſpirit! I find I 
need greater helps than thoſe may who are more 
eſtabliſhed, and I dare not neglect thoſe helps 
which my Lord has provided for his church. 
I need to be watched" over, and excited and 
eneouraged under difficulties, from thoſe expe- 
riences which otherg have of the dealings of 
the Lord with them. I have been wiſhing for 
theſe advantages for a conſiderable time, be- 
ing fully convinced that thoſe who are mem- 
bers of his church, ſhould be building up one 
another. I bleſs the Lord that he has diſcovers. 
ed his will to me in this point, and that he 
| hath provided greater helps than what I had 
deen before acquainted with, for my furtherance 
in 8 nn to heaven. Accordingly I 

2 e "YE be Te 40-0 Wore: 


1 Chriſtians are two apt to live upon their frames . 
of Chriſt's, fulneſs, which keeps them ſo low and I feleſs, and 
lays the foundation of thoſe endleſs complaints that are found 
among many. Though frames vary as the wind, yet this 18 
the comfort, God is unchangeable, and the covenant is ſure, 


"FF 1 d | is 
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would chearfully and thankfully. fall in wah 
his will herein, and fo take hold of his cove+ 
nant in this church, expecting the bleſſing 
promiſed to thoſe that are planted in his 
houſe. 
ERS BOS CLARKSON. 
Tus n woman died in XC 
April 23, 1701. Her funeral ſermon was 
preached and printed by Dr. Ridgley, wha 
was then paſtor of that church to which ſhe 
belonged, and who, among other things, ob- 
ſerves the following concerning her. That 
her mind was rightly informed, and richly 
furniſhed with experimental knowledge of the 
| things of Chriſt, and of the work of grace, 
carried on with power in her foul. And al- 
though ſhe had ſometimes, a, well-grounded 
hope, yea, @ full perſuaſion of the love of 
God; yet ſo far was this from leading her to 
pride or carnal ſecurity, that it can ſcarce be 
conceived, what low thoughts ſhe had of the 
Beſi of ſelf, and what a deep ſenſe of the power 
of indwelling ſin, or. with what ſorrow la- 
mented the ſame. What a firm dependance 
on Chriſt, as able to do nothing without him 
how watchful over her actions and thoughts! 
and how much afraid of ſin, even of the 
iniquity of her holy things | es et} 


| Trxnt 
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TRE was in her converſation, a -becom- 
ing mixture of gravity and pleaſantneſs, not 
daring on the one hand to make things ſacred, 
a prey to the exuberancies of wit and fancy, 
nor on the other, of giving the leaſt occaſion 


to their falſe conceit, who ſuppoſe, | that 


religion always chuſes the dark retreat 'of a 
melancholy temper, or is directly oppoſite 
to what is chearful or eee - in common 
converſation. FER? 0 
- SHE was a conſciencious attender on the or- 
dinances of Chriſt, in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
valuing all opportunities wherein ſhe might 
hope for further acquaintance with God; ſne 
called the ſabbath her delight, and rejoiced at 
the returns thereof. Her foul was very much 
affected with thoſe doctrines that have a ten- 
dency to advance the ſovereignty of divine grace, 

and to ſet forth the rothingne/s of the crea- 

* WS 1 | | ene 


5 laſt ſickneſs was ſhort. She was on 

a ſudden ſeized with a very painful diſtemper * 
which ſhe perceived to be the harbinger of 
| death, but when it made its neareſt approaches 
| * pot "+0 1 Ons 


The cholic, which 20 he roff in four days, 
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ſhe - decked: it ꝛuas welcome. She Fry not 
Aly from. it as an enemy, nor ſee any thing 
affrighting in its countenance. ' When all 
about her were almoſt . overwhelmed with 
grief, ſbe was the only perſon that ſeemed 
unconcerned, being uh; willing. to be gone ag. 
_ was to 9 . | 23 1 


her pain was A aialens Pg many 
hows, and very much hindered the deſired 
compoſure of her thoughts, yet in this ſhe 
was ſubmiffive to the divine will, and patient 
under his hand. But it pleaſed God to give 
her eaſe the remaining part of her time, when 
ſhe took occaſion : expreſs the inward joy _ 
that ſhe experienced. When cordials were 
applied for the refreſhment of weak and faint- 
ing nature, ſhe ſaid that foe: ne __ e to 


dee her than OE | 
161-04 

Taz lat two . of huh: - life, ſhe a 
wholly unconcerned about, and quite diſen- 
gaged from, any thing in this world, as one 
that had taken her leave of. every thing here 
below, and was at leiſure for nothing but 
heavenly contemplations, Her diſcourſe was 
very affecting. Whenever ſhe ſpoke of her- 
ſelf it was with the moſt toul- humbling ex- 
| | * 
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preſſions, but how often did ſne extol and 
admire the love of God in Chriſt ! the ſame 
truths that ſhe was refreſhed with in life were 
her comfort and delight in death. She had 
the ſame ſelf abaſing, yea, ſelf-abboring and 
grace-advancing thoughts. She had a full 
aſſurance of ſalvation, and an abundant en- 
trance with a kind of triumph adminiſtred into 
it, often ſpeaking in the words of the apoſtle, 
2 Tim. i. 12. J know whom ] have believed, 
and J am perſuaded that he is able to keep that which 
] have committed unto him again/l that day. And 
with joy unſpeakable, making uſe of thoſe 
words with application to herſelf, Jude v. 24, 
Now wnto him that is able ta keep you from falling, 
and io preſent you W before the n da his 
ane with exceeding i 10 , 


Ban . peace \ was too great to be e ex 
preſſed, as ſhe ſaid, Time will fail me to exppreſs 
zhat comfort I haue. When nature was very 
weak, and her ſtrength and ſpirits exauſted, 
ſhe bleſſed God that her faith did not fail. No; 
that was ſtrongeſt when outward comforts were 
at a very low ebb, and ſhe had hereby thoſe 
clear 


* Theſe words were the e dates of her * diſeourſe, 
being often repeated by her in her illneſs, and a wonderful, 
ſyppoxt to faith in h.r laſt moments, | * 


\ 
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clear ' manifeſtations of Chrift, and ſoul-re- 
5 | freſhing prelibations of glory, which were a 
© kind of heaven in her way to it. Her laft 
words were with a rapture of admiration, O 
theſe rays of glory! Thus her ſoul took its flight 
into the boſom of Jeſus, to enjoy what it had 
Jong waited for, namely, further diſcoveries of 
his love, and to be cloathed with — 
ane enjoy l life. 


Note, Mrs. Clarkſon had a third daughter, 
named Catherine, who never was married, ſhe 
was eminent for piety, and lived many years 


at Hitchin, where ſhe died, Jan. It, 1757, 
aged 84 years. Her frame in her laſt illneſs _ 


was comfortable, and her ſoul longed earneſtly 
to be gone. A diſcourſe was preached at her 
interment, from Pſalm xxxvii. 37. Markthe per- 
Feet man, and behold the upright, 1 and end Ye 


man 16 n 
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Memoirs of Mrs. Mary Churchman, re- 
lating to ber converfion, and the diffi: 
culties ſhe underwent from ber own fa- 
mily, until the Lord appeared in ber 
favour, in TOY. onyx one fa 8 T0 


Himſelf, 


when GREEABLE to what my parents 
2 A M educated me in, I was zealous for 
X XI the eſtabliſhed church, and thought 
N. NN all fanaticks, who diſſented from it. 
I had as much prejudice againſt diſſenters, and 
as great an inclination to perſecute as Paul 
had. There lay a way through my father's 
yard, for Mrs. M. a godly woman, to go to 
the meeting, which ſhe did every Lord's day. 
I really thought it my duty to ſet his great 
dog to moleſt her, and uſed ſometimes to 
encourage him for half a mile together, with the 
moſt bitter invectives, ſuch as ſaying, 29 43 
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zb ſmell the blood of & fanatich, Sc. The cur, 
though curſed to others, yet, ſuch was the 
preventing providence of God, that he never 
once faſtened upon this gracious perſon, not- 
withſtanding, for ſome time, I couſtantly 
made it my buſineſs to ſet him upon her. 


Wr al about eighteen years of age 
it pleaſed the Lord to lay on me a languiſhing 
fit of ſickneſs, which raiſed in me ſome pro- 
miſes of a new life, and when recovered, at the 
perſuaſion of a neighbour, who had been very 
uſeful to me in my illneſs, I went with her to 
hear that great man of God Mr. Holeroft +, 
He preached powerſully of hell and judgment, 
which made me tremble and ſecretly wiſh 1 
| had never came chere. Every time he named 
the name of Chriſt it was terrible as the 
thunder and lightning upon mount Sinai.“ 1 
wiſhed myſelf covered with the | mountains, 
and looked upon Chriſt as my terrible judge 
and enemy. This trouble I vented in fuods of 
tears, and many wiſhes that I bas never been 
born, and that | had never came there,. for 


now thought I, they will, think me one of 
& | 22a I e 17 ; ie itt 7 them- 

- i 1. Holcroft was one of the ejected miniſters, n. 
| terwards paſtor of a' congregational church, in Cambridge» 
1 ire, in which county, as well as in ſeveral other places, 
de was made remarkably uſeſul, both for the converſion and 
comfort of many, | 
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themſelves, which [ at that time wðas fully 
reſolved. againſt. I ſeemed now to like their 
perſons worſe than ever. Satan alſo ſuggeſted 
what would my relations fay ? they muſt 
never know that I had been at a ne 
n Koch V bart Pe . 


Tnus i in great hurry and 8 1 for 3 
ſervice was ended. After ſermon, ſtaying for 
my neighbour, the miniſter came to me, and 
aſked where I lived ? "who I was? and whe-' 
ther I knew any thing of the Lord, Jeſus, 

Chriſt? &c. But ſueh was my ignorance, and 
fuch the hurry and confuſion. of my mind, 
that dark was my anſwer. L told him I believed 
the world was at an end. Home I came, 
and not one word did I ſpeak to my neighbour, 

but was very angry in my mind, that ſhe 
ſhould ever alk me to come amongſt the diſſen- 
ters. I grew. worſe and worſe, in ſomuch that 


my mother ſent for a doctor, ſearing that I 
ſhould be melancholy, which indeed greatly 


increaſed upon me. This was in the reign of 
king Charles II. at which time they were 


bringing i in Popery a, 28 N Re 


. Ty. 


* 4 
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TRE next opportunity . oreſented; I 
had an inclination to go to the meeting again, 


— 
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began to miſtruſt me, and repeated wer hte : 
warning me not to go among ſuch ſort of crea- 8 
tures as fanatiths, for I believe, ſaid ſhe, t : 
bewitch people into their perſuaſions. How- 
ever I went on a week day, and the ſame mi- 
niſter preached from thoſe words, Cant. ii. 16. 
My beloved is mine en 1 am —_ op e 23 * 
the lier. e 


Hs was a — Samaitag to me alas dayi | 
The Spirit of the Lord ſhone round about me. 
© then I faw the Lord Jeſus become my huf- 
band ! he was to me as a hiding-place from the 
ſtorm and tempeſt, to which I ſaw my guilty 
and © polluted nature had expoſed me. 0 
happy day indeed] I found him who a little 
before appeared as a terrible Judge, was now 
become my beloved, and I knew that I was 
his. O inexpreffible joy! he was as a bundle 
of myrrh to my ſoul. I had not only here a 
little and there a little, but I had every where 
much. I had every thing I wanted to my de- 
cayed ſpirits, I well knew I ſhould meet with 
hard things from my relations, but could now 
pray, Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. Luke xxüii. 34• 1 | 


As ſoon as my father and mother Rem thac 


I went to the — * Was in a great 
rage 
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rage. My father was then high) conſtable, 
and had an order from the juſtices to return all 
the names of them who frequented the meet-, 

ings. This made it an hard thing for his own 
daughter to be a fanatick, which was what he 
could . not bear, And this alſo increaſed my 
difficulty, in getting out on the Lord's day, 
which notwithſtanding I ſometimes did, and 
have walked eight, ten, yea, twelve miles to 
a meeting. If my father at any time un- 
derſtood where I was gone, he ſpent the day in 
nothing but oaths and curſes, and reſolves to 
murder me, My mother, though an enemy 
to fanaticks, would frequently ſend a ſervant 
to meet me before I could reach home, to tell 
me not to appear till my father was gone to 
bed; and I often hid myſes in a wood- ſtack, 
where J have ſeen him paſs by, with a naked 


knife in bis hand, declaring he would Hl me 
before he ſlept. „ Ain a ear 
| 1155 this bondage 1 lived for one year, but the. - 
Lord carried on his work with much power, 
and enabled me to declare in Zion what he- 
had done for my ſoul, which I did on a; 


Lord's day, as the manner then was. I had 
ſome fear indeed leſt my parents ſhould hear of 


it, which they did within a fortnight after, by 
means of a baſket- woman, who aſked my. 
4 mother 
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mother if ſhe had not a' daughter! ſhe al- 
ſwered, yes; O, ſaid the woman, I heard 
her preach ſuch a ſermon at Mildred [| , as raiſ- 
ed the admiration of all wko heard her. This 
my mother obliged her to atteſt, before my fa 
ther and me, who no ſooner heard of it,” but 
he immediately turned me out of doors, not 
ſuffering me to carry any thing with 2 ex- | 
cept the clothes on my back. 


| * waits a godly centleman's about four 
miles diſtant from my father's, who had often 
told me [ ſhould be welcome to his houſe, where 


my employ ſhould be to be the governeſs to his 
ſeven children. But there the Lord was pleaſed 


to try me greatly at my firſt ſetting out; my 
miſtreſs, though a good woman, ſoon became 
| uneaſy, thinking her huſband ſhewed me too 
* much favour. She was ſuffered to carry it very 
cruelly towards me, ordering my lodging with 
the meaneſt of the ſervants, and my diet like- 
wiſe as courſe as theirs. It being a time of 
ſcarcity of proviſions, we under ſervants lived 
chiefly upon barley bread. I was obliged to bor- 
row for neceſſary change of linen, nor did I 
know for months together, what it was to have . 


one = emo in my . 
TTS 
Near Melbourn, in Cambridgeſhire, | whare her expe- 
rience was given in, and which the woman meant by her 
preaching a ſermon, 


ee aa ¶ ůd .. EO Os gs. em 
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Tuis great change of living, together with 
my grief at being baniſhed from my father's 
houſe, brought me ſo low, that a ſore fit of 
' ſickneſs enſued. My life not being long ex- 

pected, the gentleman ſent a meſſenger to ac- 
quaint my mother, that I had a great deſire to 
ſeecher, but as ſoon as the meſſenger informed 
my father, he replied, if he did not immedi- 
ately get out of his yard he would ſhoot him- 
dead, However, about a fortnight after my 
mother ſent me a box of wearing- apparel, which 
I received with theſe words on my thoughts, 
Matt. vi, 32. For your heaventy father knowelh 


that ye haus need of all theſe Og. | 


I LIVED in this place with difficulty three 
years, but in all that time never knew what it 
was to have one barren ſabbath. I thought my 
mercies equal to the children of Iſrael's. I ga- 
thered my manna on the ſabbath, and it always 
laſted ſweet and good, it never cloyed, and I 
was always hungry, inſomuch that I thought 
if ſeeing and hearing the ſaints ſometimes here 
was ſo pleaſant, what muſt it be to dwell for 
ever with them above ! I was placed indeed 
among thoſe, where I had frequent opportuni- © 


ties of being convinced, that good men are ſub- 
. jet 
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ject to like paſſions with others. This grieved 
me, but God did me good by ſuch diſappoint- 
ments, for hereby he brought me more off from 
the creature to the Creator. 


Tx year following, providence placed me 
twenty miles another way, where I obtained a 
Joſeph's character, and a Joſeph's promotion, 
being greatly valued by many noble families, 
and eſpecially the lady M. who told me ſhe 
loved me years before ſhe was perſonally- ac- 

quainted with me; ſhe gave me of her libera- 
| lity and maintained chriſtian communion with 
me. One remark this lady made I very well re- 
member, ſpeakingof the ſuitableneſs of the Spirit's 
applying the word, to all ranks and conditions, 
it is well ſaid, ſaith ſhe, in holy writ, not many 
noble are called; had it been expreſſed not 
any noble, what a condition muſt I have 

been in”. l 


PkRSECUTION now came on apace, the dif- 
ſenters could have no meetings but in woods 
and corners, I myſelf have ſeen our-companies 
often alarmed with drums and ſoldiers z every 


one was fined five pounds a month for being in 

their company, Here God left me to ſtapger 
ſatan RET if you give your body to be 
| burned, 
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burned, and have not charity, it is nothing, 
{1 Cor. xiii. 3.) But the greater the temp- 
tation the greater was the deliverance, from thoſe 
words, Rev. vii. 14. Theſe are they which came 
out of great tribulation, and have waſhed their 


tubes, and made them white in the blood ef the 
Lamb, ' Alſo chap. vi. 11. And white robes uur 


given to every one of them, &c. Bleſſed be God, 
ſatan by his aſſault only bruiſed ay heel, my 
head reanained whole, | 


Wake Ly was in this family, the commiſ- 
ſioners came and ſearched for miniſters. Mr, 
B. (the gentleman of the houſe) and. Mr. Hol- 
croft, were aſleep in a private arbour. TI ran 
with ſome difficulty and awoke them, and they 
made their eſcape through the hedges, but as 
I returned the officers ſurprized me. They 
went and found ſome lips of their clothes on 
the hedges, which made them roar like blood- 
hounds, after which they came and ſeized a 
| whole houſe of goods, Theſe men were major 
Te and colonel C. d 


| Hows O! 5 great trial now came on, they 
found and ſeized my beloved paſter Mr. Hol- 
croft, and carried him to Cambridge caſtle, but 
even there God appeared wonderfully for him; 

| 1 + 
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he preached, and many fouls were converted. in 
that place, Now God was with us much: he 
was indeed -as a pillar of fire by night, and a, 
cloud by day. And O how do I remember his 
loving-kindneſs to me the leaſt of all ſaints; he 
not only delivered me from. fears, but even death 
itfelf, nay the very flames with which we were 
threatned were made familiar to me. I was 
enabled to ſay, O death! where is thy ſling? 
The Lord was a covert from that ſtorm and 
tempeſt; and a wrong rock in that . of 
trouble. 1 | 


Mx. B. with whom I lived, had a call to 
Holland, and as the perſecution was very threa- 
tening in England, he thought it his duty to ac- 
cept the call. He gave me an invitation to go 
with him, aſſuring me that all things ſhould: be 

in common. As | well knew my circumftances 
were very precarious, not having any where to 
hide my head, when this worthy family was 
gone, this drew me into great ſtraits, I ſought 
the Lord time after time on this account, and it 
ſeemed as if he was providing for me in another 
land. Grace taught me my duty to my parents, 
though they were enemies to the croſs of Chriſt,” 
Accordingly I acquainted them with this invita- 
tion, and that I ſhuvid comply with it, unlefs 
their 
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their commands were to the contrary. I added 
In my letter, I ſhould be all obedient to them, 
faving in matters relating to my God, and 
though I had not been permitted to ſee them 
feven years paſt, yet could aſſure them, my affec- 
tions for them were the ſame as ever. I begged 
they would conſider of it, and let me know in 
eight days time, for all things were ready to 
etnbark | in a fortnight. 
8 
Nor hearing tom them in the time I ſet, T 
took their ſilence for a conſent, and ſo prepared 
all things ready for my journey, and ſet out with 
my kind friends. Juſt before we reached Har- 
wich, where we were to take ſhipping, a meſſen- 
ger from my father overtook me with a letter, the 
contents of which were as follows. That if I 
would come home, I ſhould have my liberty to 
worſhip God in my own way, but as to my leav- 
ing the land, this was what they could not bear, 
therefore without fail I muſt come back with the 
meſſenger; which I did, Great was the forrow 
of parting with my friends, but my duty to my 
parents ſurmounted all, 


I No ſooner entered my father's houſe but 


: my mother in receiving me fainted away. My 


father alſo, though a man of great ſpirits, of- 
fered, to fall on his knees, to aſk my pardon for 
#4 | his 
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his former cruelty, O amazing EY of FEA 
reign: grace | when our ways pleaſe the Lord, 
he makes even our enemies to be at peace with 
us. My father immediately told me, 1 ſhould 
| have my liberty in matters relating to my God. 
then humbly offered my obedience to them 
both on my knees, At ſupper there was not a 
mouthful eaten but with tears. I well knew my, 
God had appeared to my father on my behalf, 
as he did to Laban of old, and applied Jacob's 
promiſe to myſelf, Gen. xxxii. 12. Thou faid/t 
I will ſurely do thee gend. I be next ſabbath, my 
father came into my chamber by break of day, 
and told me I ſhould have a horſe and a man to 
wait on me to the meeting, which was at a place 
called Taſt. Mr, Oddy + preached from thoſe 
words, Pſalm cx, Be Thy people ſhall be willing 
in the day of thy power. "Then I could feel elect- 
ing love, the prime cauſe of all God' 8 dealings 
with me. „ 

THERE now appeared a great reformation in 
the whole family. My father feared to ſin, 
for fear of grieving his daughter, and in a lit- 


tle time left of drinking, which was the fore- 
runner of all his other evils, Naw 1 thought, 
66 Ks Gb | I could 


- Aſſiſtance, or fellow-paſtor with Mr, Holcroft, 
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I could give my very body to be burned for the 
| ſouls of my dear relations. The Lord granted 
my requeſt on their behalf. In a few years, I 
had not only the pleaſure, of ſeeing the con- 
verſion. of my three brothers, but of ſeeing 
them alſo eminently uſeful. I found my God 
reſerved his greateſt mercies for my greateſt 
trials, for at the death of my dear ſiſter, I 
had not only the comfort of ſeeing her con- 
verſion, but the great ſatisfaction of ſeeing. my 
dear father and mother alſo converted to the 
faith of Jeſus, though at the eleventh hour. 
Yea ſuch was the power and goodneſs of God, 
that he left not ſo much as a hoof behind 1 in the 
whole family. | 


£# , £ $$ 


SURELY now I may ſay, that nothing but 
goodneſs and mercy hath followed me all the 
days of my life. When we had free liberty 
from popery and flavery, under our great de- 
liverer King William III, many where the fa- 
vours which I enjoyed. God gave me the 
beſt and tendereſt of huſbands ; a prophet. of 
the Lord indeed, whoſe good inſtructions 
abide with my children to this day. In ſhort, 
the Lord has ſanctified every trial to me, 
and followed me with ae and comfort i in 


my old * 
MARY CHURCHMAN, 
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Tus excellent chriſtian, was ſubject to much 
affliction of body, in the latter part of her life, 
but in the general ſhe was very lively in her 
ſoul. At the age of ſeventy four ſhe had ſome 
near views of. her approaching diſſolution; and 
the laſt time ſhe came down ftairs, which was 
four days before her death, ſhe ſaid, that her 
God might leave her to the trial of her faith, 
but his covenant was unalterable ; and then fur- 
ther declared, that now, for months paſt, ſhe 
had coaverſed with her Lord, face to face, in 
her private retirement, yea, faith (he, ſuch hath 
been my near communion with my God, that 
he hath already given me the white robe of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs, as an earneſt of my ſtand- 
ing before his tl. one 


HER memory was very quick, and her . 
ſtanding clear; ſhe gave choice advice to her 
children, with the utmoſt caution and tender- 
neſs. She ſaid that ſhe had not the leaſt con- 
cern about future events, for now ſhe believed 
the decrees of God, and knew that he did all 
things well. It rejoiced-her that Chriſt was the 
great God, and the king of peace, and that the 
government was upon his ſhoulders. The even- 
ing before ſhe died, ſhe called ene of her chil- 
dren, and, though * ſpeech a little faultered, 


ſhe 
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ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus: I have now, faith 
ſhe, new comfort, which ſurpaſſeth all my for- 
mer experience, from thoſe words, Heb. vii. 
25. Wherefore he is able io ſave them to the ut- 
termoſl that come unto God by him. O, ſaid ſhe, 
that word witermoſt is gone into heaven before 
me ! I now remember the days of his eſpouſals, 
when I followed him in the wilderneſs, and 
when I was baniſhed from my father's houſe, 
then my God ſaved me to the uttermoſt; he ſaved 
me to the uttermeſt in all. his providences, when 
in a married ſtate; he faved me to the uttermoſt 
in all my children; he ſaved me to the utter mgſt 
in the ſtate of my widowhood ; he hath ſaved 
me to the uttermoſt in all my afflictions, and now 
he ſaves me to the wttermoſt in my ſickneſs; 
yea, this high-prieſt, ſaves my faith, againſt 
all the aſſaults of ſatan, on my death-bed, As 
man he ſuffered, as God he faves to the witer= 


moſt. 


AFTER this ſhe turned herſelf to her neigh- 
bours, who were weeping, and ſaid, Here is a 
word for you; Chriſt ſaves ſinners to the wtter- 
_ moſt : and then, addreſſed herſelf to her child, 
ſhe ſaid, O my dear child! I want to take you 
with me to heaven, but Chriſt will ſave you to 
the zttermeſt, You have been the gift of God to 

| me, 


35 --- Be of; &. 
me, but, wherein you have been uſeful, take 
heed of pride, for you have a corrupt nature. 
She then gave charge concerning her funeral; 
and after having added, God will be with you my 
child, fell as it were aſleep, in the arms of her 
daughter. Thus the Lord favoured her with an 
eaſy paſſage to the manſions of glory. She de- 
parted this life, Jan. 12, 1734, in the 80th year 
of her age, and was interred at ee aldony | 
in . g 
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7 be eln, x 25 wil als hd af Sufferings 
"of Mrs. Agneſs Beaumont, wwho was 
born at Edworth“, in be county. of 
„Kae, as written 5 PW 


ee, 15 was firſt eee the 
Lord has been pleaſed to exerciſe me 


p with many and great trials, but, 
EX bleſſed be his gracious name, he hath 
cauſed all to work together for my adyantage, 
and given me occaſion to ſay, It is good for me 
that [ have been afflifted, Pſalm cxix. 71. O 
how great has the kindneſs of the Lord been to 
me in afflictive diſpenſations ! never leaving me 
without his teachings, and comfortable pre- 
ſence, when in the midſt of them! I have often 
| obſerved the more trouble I have had, either 
from within or from without, the more I have 
found of oy: preſence, when I have been 
helped 


* 


„ A village about ſeven miles from Hitchin, in Hertfordſhire, 
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helped to keep cloſe to him by frequent fervent 
prayer; and, O] how ſweet is his preſence to 


à poor ſoul, when ſurrounded with ſorrows on 
every {ide ! 


For my part I can ſay with David, I have 
found trouble and ſorrow: God only kngws the 
(ore temptations which I have waded through, 
ſome outward, but more inward, O the fiery 
daris which have been ſhot from hell againſt 
me ! But, on the other hand, none knows, but 
| God, that ſweet communion and conſolation 
which he hath graciouſly offered me, in thoſe 
hours of trouble. I have experienced ſuch com- 
fort and enlargement of heart, ſuch fervent de- 
fires after Chriſt and his grace, as hath often 
made me thank God for trouble, becauſe I 
found it drove me nearer to himſelf, and the 
throne of his grace, The Lord has made ſuch 
ſeaſons praying, heart ſearching, and foul- — 
times. 


Bur there is one thing more eſpecially, in 
which I have great cauſe to admire the goodneſs 
of God, namely, that before a trial eame, 1 
uſually had ſtrong conſolation from above, in- 
ſomuch that I have expected ſome trouble would 
enſue, and it hath often proved according to 
my thoughts, One ſcripture after another would 

- run 
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run in my mind far ſeveral days together, ſug- 
geſting ſomething that I was ſhortly to meet 
with, and prepare for, which has drove me into 
ſame ſecret corner or other, to cry to the Lord 
to be with me; and, O how has he in ſuch 
ſeaſons, as it were, taken me into the mount! 
My ſoul has been ſo raiſed and comforted, as if 
for awhile out of the body. Many times in a 
day as he ſent me into his banquetting - houſe, 
and his banner over me was love, under which 
indulgenee being ſtill kept in an humble frame, 
I never was denied the preſence of my Lord, 
when waiting at the throne of his grace, which 
rendered thoſe ſeaſons ſodelightful, that Llonged 
for their return, it cannot be expreſſed what 
ſweetneſs there is in bis preſence, and in ane 
promiſe. applied by his ſpirit to the ſoul. It 
turns weeping into rejoicing, as, bleſſed be God, 
I have experienced, in that great and fiery 


trial of my father” s death, which I am now to 
relate, 


1 a a of a year before the Lag 
was pleaſed to remove my father, I had great 
and frequent enjoyments of God, and he was 
pleaſed to pour out a ſpirit of grace and of ſup» 
plication, upon me, in a very wonderful manner, 
both day, and night. There was ſcarce a corner 
in the houſe, barns, Rabies cloſes or hedges, 

where 
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where I did not pour out my ſoul to God, And 
ſometimes ere I have roſe from my knees, I 
have been as if in heaven, and as if my very heart 
would break with joy and conſolation, which 
| hath cauſed floods of tears, with admiration af 
the love of Chriſt, to ſuch a great ſinner as my- 
felf ! I have frequently wept and cried for joy, 
at which times ſome who ſaw me would fay, 
Why do you grieve ſo, Agneſs ? are you minded 
to kill yourſelf with ſorrow ? When, indeed, 
mine were tears of joy and not of grief, flowin 

from a ſenſe of the love of Chriſt to my foul. 
Before the Lord brought this approaching trial, 
I had many fcriptures, to ſhew me I had ſome 
difficulty to meet with, at which I ſometimes 
thought my heart would fink, but preſently I 
had one promiſe or another to bear me up; I 
concluded I had ſome hard thing to meet with 
from the following word, which frequently 
darted into my mind, Pſalm 1. 15. Aud call upon 
me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee, and 
thou ſhalt glorify me, Wherever I went, this 
ſcripture followed me. I concluded it muſt point 
at ſomething future, becauſe for the preſent I 
found more joy than trouble. Alſo that word 
was much on my thoughts, Iſa. xliii. 2. 
When thou paſſeth through the waters I will be with 
thee, and through the rivers they ſhall not over flow 
thee, &c, With rn others of the ſame na- 
| t ture, 


Mrs. AGNES BEAUMONT 87 
ture, in which I faw contained, both bitter and 
ſweet. Ne! pa 


I nar alſo many dreams, ſome of which I 
believe were from Godf. In ſome of them 
| I have had fears of loſing my life, or narrowly 
eſcaping with it : in others, that men run after 
me to murder me. And, in ſome others I have 
thought myſelf tried before a judge and jury, 
and barely came off with my life. One of the 
dreams was very remarkable, which I told to 
a friend, 'who reminded me of it after my fa- 
ther's death. I thought there grew an old 
apple tree in my father's yard full of fruit, and 
one night, about midnight, there came a ſudden 
ſtorm of wind, and blew down this tree. At 
the ſight hereof I was ſorely troubled, running 
to it, as it lay on the ground, in order to lift 

it up, that it might grow again in its former 
place, but, though I lifted, firſt with one arm 
and then with the other, with all my might, I 
could not ſo much as ſtir it; therefore leaving it 

turned up by the roots, I ran to my brother, and 
called his men, but when they came, they could 
not ds ach itz and it yy grieved me, to think 
| _ this 


I For Cod ſpeaketh once, yea tavice, in a dream, in a viſion of 


6 night, «oben deep Heep falleth upon men, in JR upon | 
the bed, & c. Job. xxxiii. 14, 1 . ; 8 


\ 
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this tree ſhould be blown down, while others 
were left ſtanding. | 


Soon after this dream, there was a church. 
meeting at Gam'gay &, about a week before 
which I was much in prayer, eſpecially for two 
things: the one that the Lord would incline 
the heart of my father to let me go, which he 
ſometimes refuſed, and, in thoſe days, it was 
like death to me to be kept from ſuch a meet- 
ing; I have found by experience, that to pray 
hard, was the moſt ſucceſsful method of obtain- 
ing my father's conſent, for when I have not 
thus prayed, I have found it very difficult to 


| prevail. The other . requeſt was, that the 
Lord would go with me, and that I might en- 


joy his preſence there, at his table, that, as 
in many times paſt, it might be a /ealmg ordi- 
nance to my ſoul, and that, I might have ſuch 
a ſight, of a bleeding and dying Saviour, as 
might melt my heart, and entarge i it in _ to 
his — 


Tun Lord was pleaſed to grant me my re- 


Ls 0g Upon aſking my father, indeed, he 
eme 


& Camlingay; a place where ſome a. * lived, who 
were members of Mr. Bunyan's church of Bedford, and to 


whom he ſometimes went to break bread» 
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ſeemed unwilliog at fiſt, but upon my pleading. 
with him, and telling him that I would do all 
my work in the morning before I went out, 
ps return home at night, | gained his conſent. 
"riday being e come, I prepared every thing ready 
to ſet out. Mðy father enquired who carried 
me ? I. told him I thought Mr. Wilſon of 
Hitchia, to which, he (aid nothing“. TI went 
to my brother's and waited, expecting to meet 
Mr Wilſon; but he not coming it cut me to 
the heart, gat fearing I ſh6uld not go, I burſt 
into tears, for my rother had told me that his 
horſes were all at work, and that he could not 
ſpare one more than whe he and my ſiſter were | 
to ride on, and, it being the depth of vis. | 
3 could not rs. hither, 1 | $2 
Now I was: afraid that all my prayers on this 
account were loſt; my way ſeemed tobe hedged 
up with thorns. 1 waited with many a longing 
look, and with a ſorrowful heart, under my ſad 
diſappointment. '© thought I that the Lord 
would but put it into the heart of ſome perſon, 


to come and convey me thither. Thus I ſtill 
ag Ao. 4, - 1, ͥ 


* l © -# 
: 3 7 L * 


— — 


This Mr. Wilſon was the firſt paſtor of the Baptiſte 
church at Hitchin, ſuffered impriſonment for the ſake of the 
goſpel, and was grandfather to the late Rey, Mr, Samuel 
Wilſon of London, | 
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waited, but with my heart full of fears. At laſt, 


quite unexpedted came Mr, Bunyan. The 


fight of him cauſed a mixture both of joy and 
of grief. I was glad to ſee him, but was afraid 
he, would not be willing to take me up behind, 
him, and how to aſk him I knew not, At 
length I defired my brother to do it, which he 
did; but Mr, Bunyan anſwered, with ſome. 
degree of roughneſs, No ; I will not carry ber. 
Theſe words were cutting indeed, and made 
me weep bitterly : my brother perceiving 717 


ey 


trouble ſaid, If you do not carry her you wi 


break her heart: but he made the ſame reply $, 
adding, Your father will be grievous angry if 1 
ſhould, I will venture that, ſaid I. And thus, 
with much eucreaty, he was prevailed on; and, 


O how glad was I to. think I was going! 


Soo after we ſet out, my father came to my 
brother's, and afked his men, who his daughter 
rode behind? they ſaid Mr. Bunyan : upon 
hearing this his anger was greatly enflamed; 
he ran down the cloſe, thinking to overtake me 

OMe for e Jo'f 85 DIGO 


8 A certain perſon in the neighbourhood, one Mr, F. who 
is often referred to afterwards in this relation, had flandered 
Mr. Bunyan, and ſet her father againſt him, endeavouring te 
make his vile calumnies paſs for truth, CH 4 
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and pull me off the horſe, but we were gone out 
' of his reach. | 


| T-HaD not rode far, before 0 beare bebe 
to be lifted” up with pride, at the thoughts of 
riding behind this ſervant of the Lord, and was 
pleaſed if any looked after us. Indeed 1 thought 
_ myſelf very happy that day; firſt, that it pleaſed 
God to make way for my going, and then, that 
I ſhould have the honour to ride behind Mr. 
Bunyan, My pride ſoon had a fall, for in com- 
ing to Gam'gay, we were met by a clergyman 
who knew us both; he looked very hard at us 
as we rode along, and ſoon after, raifed a vile 
ſcandal upon us, though bleſſed be God, it was 
falſe Þ. 


Tux meeting began not long after we.got 
thither; and the Lord made it a ſweet ſeaſon to 
my ſoul indeed. O it was a feaſt of fat things! 
I fat under his ſhadow with great delight! 
When at the Lord's table, I found ſuch a return 

of prayer, that I was ſcarce able to bear up 
under it. I was, as it were, carried up to hea- 
ven, and had ſuch a ſight of the Saviour, as even 
broke my heart in pieces. O] how I then 
a longed 


1 This clergyman uſually preached at Edworth, the place 
where ſhe dwelt. 
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longed to be with Chriſt ! How willingly would 


I have died in the place, and gone immediately 
to glory! A ſenſe of my fins, and of his dying 


love, made me love him, and long to be with 
him. I, have often thought of his goodneſs, in 
his remarkable viſit to my ſoul that day, but 
he knew the temptations that I was to meet with, 


the very ſame night, and a few days after. I 


have ſeen the bowels of his compaſſion towards 
me, in theſe freſh manifeſtations of his love, 
before I was tried. This was infinite conde- 
ſcenſion indeed. . e 


rns meeting being ended, I began to think 


how I ſhould ot home, for Mr. Bunyan was 
not to go by Ed worth, and having promiſed to 
return that night, I was filled with many fears 
leſt: I ſhould break my word. I enquired of 
ſeveral perſons if they went my way; but no 


one could aſſiſt me except a young woman, 
who lived near a mile wide of my father's houſe. 
As the road was very dirty and deep, I was 
afraid to venture behind her; but at laſt I did, 
and ſhe ſet me down about a quarter of a mile 
from my home, from whence I haſtened through 


the dirt, hoping to be there before my father 
was in bed; but, on coming to the door, I found 
it locked, and ſeeing no light my heart began 


© 


ag 
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to ſink, for I perceived what I was like to meet 
with, However I called to my father, who 
anſwered, Who is there? to which I ſaid, /*T:s 
I, fatber, come home wet and dirty, pray let me in. 
He replied, Where you have been all day you may 
go at night; and with many ſuch ſayings, he 
. diſcovered great anger, becauſe of my riding 
behind Mr; Bunyan, declaring that I ſhould 
never come within his doors any more, unleſs 
I would promiſe never to go after that man 
again. I ſtood at the chamber window plead- 
ing to be let in; I begged, I cried, but all in 
vain, for inſtead of yielding to my importunity, 
he bid me be gone from the window, or elſe 
he'would riſe, - and put me out of the yard. 1 
then ſtood filent awhile, and that thought 
pierced my mind; how if I ſhould come at 14 
When the door is ſhut, and Chriſi ſhould 11 
unto me Depart! Matt. xxv. IO, 11 12. 


eb length, ſeeing my father refuſed t to lee 
me in, it was put into my heart to ſpend, that 


night in prayer. I could indeed have gone to 
my. brother's who lived about a quarter of a 
mile off, and where I might have proper accom- 
modations. No, thought I, into the barn I will 
go, and cry to heaven, that Jeſus Chriſt would 
not ſhut me out at the laſt day, and that I may 
G 3 have 
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have ſome. freſh diſcoyeries of his love to my 
ſoul. I did fo, and, though naturally of a ti- 
morous temper, and many frightful things pre- 
ſented themſelves to my mind, yet one ſeripture 
after another gave me encouragement. Such 3 
vi. 6 Pray to thy Father 'which is in ſecret, 
25d thy Father which ſeeth in fecret [hall retard 
'-  * thee oponly. Alſo Jer. xxxiii. 3. Call upon me 
and I will anfuwer thee, and fhew thee great and 
mighty things which thou knoweſt not. And with 
many ſuch good words was 1 comforted, 


Bzing thus in the bad, and a very dark 
| night I was again aſſaulted by ſatan; but ca 
ing received trength from the Lord and his 
word, I ſpake out, (as I remember) ſaying, 
Satan, my Father hath thee in a chain; thou canfl 
not burt me. I then returned to the throne of 
grace; and, indeed, it was a bleſſed night to 
my ſoul, a night to be remembered to the end 
of my life, and I hope 1 ſhall never forget i it ; 
It was furely a night of prayer, yea,' and of 
praiſe too, when the Lord was pleaſed to keep 
all feats from my heart. Surely he was with 
me in a wonderful manner! O the heart ra- 
viſhing viſits he gave me! and that ſpirit of 
faith in prayer which he poured out upon me] 


It froze _— hard that FINE but I felt no 
| cold, 
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* 


Wales thus moſt delightfully engaged, that 
ſcripture came with mighty power on my ſoul, 
I Peter iv. 12. Beloved think it not flrange con- 
cerning the fiery trial which is to try ou. This 
word, Belwved, made ſuch melody in my heart 
as is not to be expreſſed, but the reſt of thoſe 
words occaſioned ſome dread ; yet ſtill that 
firſt word, beloved,” founded F. than all the 
reſt, and was As in my mind the whole 
night afterward, I ſaw that I was to meet 
with both bitter and ſweet, when directed 
my cries to the Lord, to ſtand by and to 
ſtrengthen me, which he graciouſly did with 
many a bleſſed promiſe, before the morning 
light; and to be the beloved of God was my 
mercy, whateyer difficulties I endured ; never- 
theleſs, I began once to be a little dejedted, 
being grieved to think that I ſhould loſe my 

father's love, but this led me to the Lord, to 
beg that I might not loſe his love too, and * 

word was immediately given me, John xvi. 
| The Father himfelf loveth you, O bleſſed be 
ay thought I, then it is enough; do with me 
WIR ſeemeth thee good! 


2 


G 4 Warn 
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WHEN the morning light appeared, I peeped 
through the cracks of the barn, to watch my 
father's opening the door. Preſently he came 
out and Jocked it after him, which I thought 
looked very dark, apprehending from hence, he 
was reſolved I ſhould not go in, but ſtill that 
word beloved, &c. ſounded in my heart. He 
ſoon came into the barn, and ſeeing me in my 
riding dreſs, made a ſtand, when I thus addreſ- 
ſed him; A good morning to you, father, I have 
had a cold night's lodging here, but God bas 
been good to me, elſe I ſhould have had a worſe, 
He ſaid it was no matter. I prayed him to let 
me goin, ſay:.1g, I hope, father, you are not angry 
with me, and kept following him about the 
yard, as he went to fodder the cows; notwith- 


ſtanding this he would not regard me, but the 


more I entreated him, the more his anger roſe 
againſt me, declaring, that I ſhould never enter 
bis houſe again, unleſs I would promiſe, not to 
go into the meeting as long as he lived. I re- 
plied, Father my fout i is of too much worth to do 
this; can you fland in my ſtead and anſiber for me 
at the great day ? if ſo, I will obey you in this de- 
mand, as I do in all ther things ; ; PFs could not 
prevail, *& 


AF 
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AT laſt; dome of my | brother” 8 men came into | 
the yard, and, ſeeing my caſe, at their return, 
reported, that their old maſter had ſhut Agnes 

out of doors. Upon hearing this my bro- 
ther was greatly concerned, and came to my 
father, and endeavoured to prevail with him to 
be reconciled, but he grew more angry with 
bim than with me, and at laſt would not hear 

him; on which my brother ſaid, Go home with 
me viter, you will catch your death with cold 


but I refuſed, till hoping to be more ſucceſsful 5 


in a farther application, 1 therefore continued 
following my father in the yard, crying and 
hanging about him, and ſaying, Pray father let 
me go in, &c, 1 have fince wondered how I 

durſt be thus bold, my father being of a haſty 
temper, inſomuch that his anger has often made 
me glad to get out of his ſight, though, when 
his paſſion was over, _ exceeded him i in 899g 
Pature, „ 3 


Ar length, I Lone: to bs Fang and cold, i i 
being a very ſharp morning, I was alſo grieyed, 
for being the occaſion of keeping my father in 
the cold ſolong, for he kept walking about the 
yard, and declared, that he would not go into 
the houſe while I was there. I therefore went 


to my brother” 65 and obtained ſome ee 
wm 
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and warmth; then I retired and poured out my 
ſoul to God, who was pleaſed to continue on 


me a ſpirit of grace and of ſupplication, and 
forſook me not in this day of elt trouble. 15 


Axor noon I aſked my lifter to go with me 
to my father s, which ſhe readily did, and find- 


ing him in the houſe and the door locked, we 


went to the window, My ſiſter ſaid, Now » father 
1 bope your anger is over, and you will let my 
ter come in, entreating him to be reconciled, 
wWbile 1 burſt out with many tears to ſee him 
ſo angry. I do not think fit to mention all he 
ſaid, but among other things he proteſted, that 
he would not give me one penny ſo long as he 
lived, no nor when he died neither, but that 
he would ſooner leave his ſubſtance to a ſtranger 
than to me, &c. Theſe expreſſions were cut- 


ting, and made my heart ſink; thought I, what 


will become of me? To go to ſervice and work 
hard is a new thing to me who am very young; ; 
what ſhall I do? yet ſtill I thought I had a good 
God to go to, and that was then a very ſeaſon- 
able word, Pſalm xxvii. 10. ben my father 
and my mother forſake me, then 12 Lord will tale N 


me up. 


PxxeEI VIV my fitter 5 ſtrong pleadings were 
ya, I deſired my father to 1 me my bible, 


it 5 


- 
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if he would not pleaſe to let me in; which he 
_ alſo refuſed, ſaying, That he was reſolved 1 
ſhould not have a penny nor a penny's worth as 
long as he lived, &c. On this I went home 
with my ſiſter, bitterly weeping, and withdrew 
into her chamber, where the Lord gave hopes 
of a better inheritance. O now I was willin E 
to go to ſervice, and to be ſtript of all for Chriſt! 

I faw that T had a better portion than that f 
ſilver or gold, and wasenabledto believe Fn 
Never We: HS | 


My rede was to go to my Gather once 
more, and ſince he was ſo very angry both with 
my brother and ſiſter, I concluded to go alone. 


Upon coming to the door I found it partly open, 


the key being on the outſide, and my father 
within I puſhed the door gently and was 
about to enter, which he perceiving, ran haſtily 
to ſhut it, and had I not inſtantly withdrew, one 
of my legs had been between the door and the 

threſhold, I would not be fo uncivil to my 
father, as to lock him into his own houſe, how- 
ever, having this opportunity I took the key, in- 
' tending when he was gone out, to venture in 
and lie at his mercy. After a while he came, 
and looked behind the houſe, and ſeeing me 
| Banding in a narrow paſlage by a pond, laid 
. 55 on * ſayings Huſy i * me the oy 
5 "= . 
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guickly, or ſe I will throw you into the pond, 
I immediately * it with * and 


* 


b. In: appeared in vain to contend, I went 
down the cloſes to a wood ſide, with ſighs and 
groans and a heart full of ſorrow, when the 
ſcripture. came again into my mind, Jer. 
xxxiii. 3. Call upon me and I will anſwer thee 
and fhew thee great and mighty things which thou 
Inoweſl not. The night was dark, but I kept 
on to the wood where I poured out my ſoul 
to God with many tears. And that word alſo 
greatly comforted me, Pſalm xxxiv. 15. The 
gyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears 
are open 10 their cry. I believed his ears were 
open to a poor diſconſolate creature, ſuch as 
myſelf, and that his heart was towards me. 
And that was a wonderful word at this time, 
Iſaiah Ixiii. 2. In _ Unt 12 00 ” was 


afficted® , 


I sTAID 

* Who can forbear to remark the paſſages which were, all 
along, brought to the mind of this gracious woman? How 
exceeding pertinent and ſeaſonable ! no parts of ſcripture could 
be better adapted to her caſe and circumſtances throughout the 
whole of her troubles. And, may not this be eſteemed on- 
evidence of their being ſealed on her heart by the ſpirit of thę 


Lord? 
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1 STAID in this place lo 5 as gave n 
concern to my brother and ſiſter, who had ſent 
one of their men to know whether my father 
had let me in; and underſtanding he had not, 
they went about ſeeking me, but they could not 

find me. At length having ſpread my caſe be- 
fore the Lord, I returned to my brother's, fully 
determined not to yield, to my father's requeſt, 
if I begged my bread about the ſtreets. I was 
ſo ſtrongly fixed in the reſolution, that I thought 
nothing could move me; yet alas | like Peter, 
I was a poor- weak creature, as s will preſently 
be ſeen. | 


— 


Tus was Saturday night, The next morn- 
ing I ſaid to my brother, let us call on my fa- 
ther as we go to the meeting, but, upon his 
telling me this would but further provoke him, 
we forbore. As we went along he ſaid, Siſter, 
you are now brought upon the ſtage to act for 
Chriſt, I pray God help you to bear your teſti- 
mony for him, I would by no means have you 
conſent to my father's terms. No brother, I re- 
plied, I will ſooner beg my bread from door to dior. 
While I fat at meeting, my mind was hurried, 
as no wonder, conſidering my caſe; but ſervice 
being ended I again made the propoſal to call 
on my father in our way home. We did fo, 
1 found him in the yard. Before we came 

quite 
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quite to him, my brother repeated his admoniti- 
on to me, though I thought I ſtood in no need 
of his counſel on this particular. He talked very 
mildly to my father, pleading with him to be 
reconciled; but perceiving he till retained his 
anger, I whiſpered'and deſired my brother to go 
home. No, ſaid he, not without you. I aid, 
I will come prefently ; on which he went, 
though (as he told me afterwards) with many 
fears leſt I ſhould comply, but I then thought I 
could as ſoon part with my life. 


My brother being gone, I flood pleading with 
my father, and ſaid, Father, I will ſerve you 
in any thing nat lies in my power, I only deſire 
liberty to hear God's word on his own day, 
grant me this and I aſk no more. F ather, (con- 
tinued I) you cannot anſwer for my ſins, or 
ſtand in my ſtead before God, J muſt look to 
the ſalvation of my own ſoul, &c. He replied, 
if I would promiſe never to go to a meeting as 
long as he lived, I ſhould then go into the houſe, 
and he would provide for me as his own child; 
if not, I ſhould never have one farthing from 
him. Father, ſaid I, my ſoul is of more worth 
than ſo, I dare not make you ſuch a promiſe; - 
upon this his anger was greatly inkindled, and 
he- bid me gone, for he was reſolved what to 
do; therefore promiſe me, that you will never go 

to 
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to the meeting again, and I will ; give you. the 
key, repeating theſe words ſeveral times, hald- 
ing it out to me, and urging me to promiſe, and 
I. as often, refuſing, till at laſt his wrath increaſ- 
ed. hat do you ſay ? if you now refuſe to comply you 
ſhall never be offered it more, and I am determined 
yon ball never come within my doors again as long 
2 live, While I thus ſtood crying by him, 
he repeated the ſame expreſſions ; What do you 
ſay buſſey ? will you promiſe or not? Being thus 
urged at laſt I anſwered, Woll Jather, I will - 
promiſe you never to go to a meeting again as ling 
as you live without your conſent, Hereupon he 
gave me the key and IL went into the houſe. | 


Bur O1 ſoon after I had entered the door, 
that awful ſcripture was brought to my mind, 
Matt. x. 33. -Whoſorver” ſhall deny me before: 
men, him will J alſo deny before my Father which 
is in heaven, Alſo verſe 37. He that loveth father 
or mother more than me is not worthy of me. O! 
thought I, what will become of me] what have 
1 done this night! T was ſo filled with terror that 
I was going to run out of the houſe again, but 1 
thought this would not alter what I had done. 
Now, alas! all my comforts we're gone, and, 
in their room, nothing but grief, and guilt, and 
rendings of conſcience ! In this ini dance I ſaw 
wane all wy rn were come to; eren 

W 
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nothing. This was Lord's. day night, and 4s” 


Black night i it was to me, 


In a little time my father came in 1 behaved 


with affection; he bid me get him ſome ſupper, | 
which I did. He alſo told me to come and eat 


with him, but it was a bitter ſupper to me. - My x 


brother s heart ached when he ſaw I did not fol- 


low him, fearing I ſhould promiſe, -and not 
coming to his houſe, was ready to conclude I ! 
had done ſo, But no tongue can expreſs what 


a doleful condition L was in, I hardly durſt look 


up to God for mercy.. Now 1 thought I muſt - 


| hear the word no more. What good would it 
do me if my f. cher could give me his houſe full 


of ſilver and go. d Thus I went about reflecting 


on my condition, and 8 till almoſt ſpent 


with grief. 


Ox Monday withdrew. into the 1 to 
pray and give vent to my ſorrow; when, as 1 


ſtood ſighing, with my hand inclined to the wall 
and crying out, Lord what ſhall I do? thoſe 


words ſurprized me, 1 Cor, x. 13. There. ſball be 


a way to eſcape that you may be able to bear it. 6 


Lord! thought I, what way wilt thou make for 


my eſcape? wilt thou make my father willing 


to let me go to thine ordinances? if thou doſt, 
ſtill, wha a wretch was I thus to deny Chriſt! uf 


In 
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In the evening as we were ſitting by the fire, my 


father aſked me what was the matter? I burſt 
into tears, ſaying, O father! I am diſtreſſed at 
the thoughts of my promiſe, not to go toa 
meeting again without your conſent, He was 
ſo moved that he wept like a child, bidding me 
not let that trouble me, for we ſhould not diſa- 


gree, at which I was a little comforted, and ſaid, 


Pray father forgive me wherein I have been un- 
dutiful to you. He then toid me with tears, 
how much he was troubled for me that night 
he ſhut me out of doors, inſomuch that he could 
not ſleep, adding, it was my OE; behind 
Nan Bunyan that made him fo angry“ i 


TEE oreajeſt part of the next day, ONT: | 


Tueſday, I ſpent in prayer and weeping, with 
bitter lamentations, humbling myſelf before the 
Lord for what I had done, and beg2ing I might 


be kept by his grace and ſpirit, from denying 


him and his ways for the ſutuie, Before night, 
„ he 


* Some evil minded men of the town, (as hinted before) 
eſpecially Mr. F. had ſet her father againſt Mr. Bunyan, for 
in time paſt he had heard him preach, and bad been much 
melted under the word; he would pray and frequently go to 
the meeting. Yea, ao when his daughter was firſt under 
ſpiritual concern, he had very great awakenings himſelf, and 
would ſay to ſome of the neighbouts, My daughter can ſcarce 
eat drink or ſleep, and I have lived theſe threelſcore years, 
and have ſcarce ever thought of my ſoul, &c. 
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he brought me out of this horrible pit, and ſet 
my feet upon a rock, enabling me to believe the 
forgiveneſs of all my fins, by ſealing many pre- 
cious promiſes home on my ſou}. I could now 
look back with comfort on the night I ſpent in 
the barn ; 3 the ſweet reliſh of that bleſſed word 
beloved returned, and I believe that Jeſus Chriſt 
was the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and forever; 
and that ſcripture was much in my mind, Job 
v. 19. He ſball deliver thee in fix troubles, yea in 
ſeven there ſhall no evil touch thee, Alſo Deut. 


kxxxiii. 27, The eternal God is thy refuge, and un- 


derneath are the everlaſting arms, 


My father was as well as uſual this day, and 
eat his dinner as heartily as ever I knew him; 
after ſupper he ſmoaked a pipe, and went to bed 
ſeemingly in perfect health. But while I was 

by his bed fide laying his clothes on him, thoſe 
words ran through my mind, Amos viii. 2. 
Dye end is come. I could not think what to make | 
of theſe words, they ſeemed ſo very myſterious 
to me. EF 


As ſoon therefore as I quitted the room, I 
went to the throne of grace, where my heart 
was wonderfully drawn forth, eſpecially that the 
Lord would ſhew mercy to my father, and ſave 

his ſou], for which 1 was ſo importunate, that J 
| coutd 
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Eould not tell how to leave pleading: and ſtill 
that word continued on my mind, The end 7s 
tome. Another thing, I entreated of the Lord 
was, that he would ſtand by me and be with me, 
in whatever trouble I had to meet with, little 
thinking what was com upon me, that N 
and the week following 


| AFTER this I went to bed, thinking on the 
freedom which God had given me in prayer, but 
had not ſlept long before I heard a mournful 
noiſe, which at firſt I apprehended had been in 
the yard, but ſoon perceived it to be my father. 
I immediately aroſe, put on a few clothes, ran 
and lighted a candle, and coming to him, found 
him ſitting upright in his bed, crying to the Lord 
for mercy, ſaying, Lord have mercy on me, for f - 
am a miſerable ſinner 1 Lord Jeſus waſh me in 
thy precious blood, &c, ! I ſtood trembling to hear 
him in ſuch diſtieſs, and to ſee him look fo pale, 
enquired how long he had been ill? He ſaid, I 
was ſtruck with a pain at my heart in my ſleep, 
and ſhall die preſently. . I then kneeled down 
by the bed fide, and which I had never done be- 
fore, prayed with him, in which he ſeemed to 
join very rn | 


Tas done I Laid, Father, 1 I will go and call | 
| ſomebody, for ] dare not ſtay with you alone, 
H 2 He 
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He replied, You ſhall not go out at this time of 
night, don't be afraid, ſtill crying aloud for 
mercy. Soon after he ſaid he would riſe, and 
put on his clothes himſelf, I ran and made a 
good fire, and got him ſomething hot, hoping 
that it might relieve him. O, ſaid he, I want 
mercy for my ſoul! Lord ſhew mercy to me, for 1 
am a great ſinner ! If thou doſi not ſhew me mercy 
J am miſerable for ever ! Father, ſaid J, there is 
mercy in Jeſus Chriſt for ſinners, the Lord help 
you to lay hold on it. O replied he, I have 
been againſt you for ſeeking after Jeſus Chriſt, 
the Lord forgive me, and 17 not this Sin to my 
dal 6: | | 
I DESIRED hit to drink ſomething warm 
which I had for him, but his trying to drin 
brought on a violent reaching, and he changed 
black in the face. Iſtood by en his head, and 
ful time indeed ö 171 left him 1 was afraid be 
would fall into the fire! and if I ſtood by him he 

would die in my arms, and no one perſon near 
us! What ſhall I do! Lord help me! Then came 
that ſcripture, Iſa. xli. 10. Fear thou not, for 1 
am with thee ; be not diſmayed, 1 am thy God 3 {will 
help me, yea, I will uphold thee, Kc. 


| 57 
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Buy this time my father revived again out of 


his fit of fainting, for I think he did ſwoon | 
away, he repeated his cries as before, Lord 


have mercy upon me, for I am a finful man. / 
Lord ſpare me one week more ! one day more! 
Piercing words to me! After he had ſat a- 
while, he felt an uneaſineſs in his bowels, and 
called for a candle to go into the other room, 
I ſaw him ſtagger as he went over the threſhold, 


ſoon followed him and found-him on the floor, 


which occaſioned me to ſcream out, Father] fa- 
ther | putting my hands under his arms, lifting 
with all my might, firſt by one arm, then by 


another, crying and ftriving till my __ was 


| ym _ * 


I Found all my attempts to raiſe him in vain, 


and therefore, though not without fears of 
rogues, who I thought waited at the door, ran 


like ſome diſtracted creature, through deep ſnows 


to my brother's, where I ſtood crying in a de- 
plorable manner. The family being alarmed, 
my brother came immediately with two of his 
men, and found our father riſen from the ground, 
and laid upon the bed. My brother ſpake to 


him, but he could not anſwer, except one word 


or two. On my return, they deſired me not to 


H 3 1 


* See the remarkable dream of the apple-tree, p. 88. 


| 
| 
| 
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go into the room, ſaying he was juſt departing, 
O diſmal night, had not the Lord wonderfully 
ſupported me I muſt have died too, of ad fears 
and frights * [ met with, TEES 


My hike s man 855 came oY and ſaid 
he was departed ; melancholy tidings! but in the 
midſt of my trouble I had a ſecret hope that he 
was gone to heaven, nevertheleſs, I ſat crying 
bitterly, to think what a ſudden and ſurprizing 
change death had made on my father, who went 
to bed-well, and was in eternity by midnight! 
I ſaid in my heart, Lord give me one ſeal more 
that I ſhall go to heaven when death ſhall make 
this change one. Then that word came di- 
rely, Ifaiah. xxxv. 10. The ranſomed of the 
Lord jhall return and come to Zion with ſongs and + 
everlaſting joy upon their heads, &c. O longed 
to be gone to heaven! thought I, they are ſing- 
ing whilſt I am ſorrowing! O that I had the 

wings of a dove, then would I fly e 8 be 
at reſt! | 


ir after, my brother called in ſome 
neighbours, among whom came Mr. F. my bit- 
ter enemy, who enquired if my father was 
dead. Some body 'replied, Yes, he is. He 
then ſaid it is no more than what I looked for, 
though no notice was taken of theſe words till 
after 


Mrs, AGNES BEAUMONT. 112 
afterwards, This was Tueſday after the Friday 
night that I lay in the barn, when that ſcripture 
was ſo frequently i in my mind, Beloved think it 


not ſirange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 


you, I thought now I had met with fiery trials 
indeed, not knowing that I had as bad or - 
worſe to come, which [ ſhall now proceed to 
ne | 


Tur day that. my father died, the clergyman 
woke; met Mr. Bunyan and me at Gam'gay 
town's end, reported at Baldock fair, that we 
had been criminally converſant together ; which 
vile report I heard the next day, but that ſcrip- 


ture came with much ſweetneſs and bore me up, 
Matt. v. 11. Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall revile 


| you, and ſay all manner of evil againſt you all for 
my "och } 1 


ON Thurſday we had agreed to bury my fa 


thee, and accordingly invited our relations and ; 


friends to the funeral, But on the Wedneſday 
night, Mr, F. ſent for my brother, and aſked 
him whether he thought my father died a natural 
death? A queſtion which amazed my brother, 
who readily anſwered in the affirmative, Yes, / 
know he died a natural deatb. Mr, F. replied, 
but I believe he did not, and I have had my 
horſe out of the ſtable twice to day to fetch a 

H 4 ſurgeon, 
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ſurgeon, but conſidered that you are an officer 
of the pariſh, therefore leave it to you : pray ſee 
and do your office, Upon my brother's aſking 
him, how he thought my father came to his 
end if he did not die a natural death, he anſwer- 
ed, I believe _— ſiſter has es e him. 


My brother returginl with a [heavy heart, 
not knowing but I might loſe my life; on ac- 
quainting my ſiſter, ſhe. was likewiſe diftreſſed, 
when they fent for a godly neighbour to pray 
with and counſel them, who adviſed them to 
keep it from me that night; but early in the 
mornine my brother came and told me, to whom 
I immediately id, O brother ! bleſſed be God 
Per a clear conſcience, We deferred the fune- | 

ral, and ſending for a ſurgeon, told him the 
_ caſe, who examined me how my father was be- 
fore he-went to bed, and what ſupper he eat, 
&c, I told him all the particulars, and, when 


be had ſurveyed the corpſe, he went to Mr. F. 


and told him, that he wondered how he could 
entertain ſuch thoughts concerning me, aſſuring 
him there were no juſt grounds for bis ſuſpicion, 
Mr F. replied,” he verily believed it was ſo, 
be ſurgeon perceiving that no arguments 
would convince him, told us we muſt have a 
coroner and jury, T readily agreed to this pro- 
poſal, ſay ing, Moreover, ſir, as my innoceney 
| is 
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is known to God, I would have it known to 
men, therefore pray be pleaſed to open my. 
father. This he declined, ſaying, there was 
no need for it, but promiſed to meet the coroner 


and j Jury the next day. 


Now I had new work cut out, therefore 
went to the Lord and prayed that he would ap- 
pear in this fiery trial. I ſaw my life lay at 
ſtake, as well as the name of God ſtruck at, but 


that word was ſent for my ſupport and comfort, 


and it was a bleſſed one to my ſoul, Iſaiah liv, 
17. No weapon that is farmed againſt thee ſhall 
proſper, and every tongue that ſhall riſe agamſt thee 
in judgement thou ſhalt condemn. Alſo ch. xlv. 24. 
Al that are incenſed againſt thee ſhall be aſhamed, 
Encouraged by theſe precious promiſes, we ſent 
for the coroner the next morning. Mr. F. 
hearing of it, told my brother he would have him 
meet the coroner and jury and agree it; for 
continued he, it will be found petit treaſon, 
and your ſiſter muſt be burnt, No, fir, repli- 
ed my brother, we are not aſhamed to let them 


come through, Upon hearing this I ſaid, 1 


| will have them come through, if it eoſts me all 
that my father has left me. I did not know 


hows far God might ſuffer this man and the 


devil to go. It alſo troubled me to think that 


| in ale! ſuffered, another as innocent as myſelf 
muſt 


7 

5 

3 
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muſt ſuffer too, for Mr. F. reported that , 


poiſoned my father, and Mr. Bunyan gave me 


the ſtuff to do it with ; but the Lord knew our 
innocency in this affair, both in TIT word. 


any * 


 WritsT thus ſurrounded with ſtraits and 
troubles, I muſt own that at times I had many 
carnal reaſonings, though I knew myſelf clear. 
I thought, ſhould God ſuffer my enemy to pre- 


| vail to the taking away of my life; how ſhall I 
_ endure burning? O the thoughts of burning were 


very terrible, and made my very heart to ach 
within me! But that ſcripture which I had often 
thought of befor: my father's death came now 
into my mind, Iſaiah xliii, 2, Ihen thou paſſe/t 


through the fire I will be with thee, &c, I ſaid in 


my heart, Lord, thou knoweſt my innocence, 


therefore if thou art pleaſed to ſuffer my-encmies 


to take away. my life, yet ſurely thou wilt be 
with me; thou haſt been with me in all my 


trials hitherto, and I truſt wilt not now leave 


me, in the greateſt of all, At laſt I was made 


to believe, that if I did burn at a ſtake the Lord 
would give me his preſence, and, in a ſolemn 


maäanner, reſigned myſelf to his diſpoſal, either 


for life or death, 


THAT 


— 


1 
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17 


Ps Stig in . ta coroner was 
expected ſome chriſtian friends from Gam'gay 
paid me a viſit, and ſpent time in prayer; and 
pleaded earneſtly with the Lord on my behalf, 
that he would graciouſly. appear for me, and 
glorify his name in my deliverance. This done, 
I retired, and was much enlarged in begging 
the divine preſence this day, and: that I might 


not have ſo. much as a dejected countenance, or 
be in the leaſt daunted before them. I thought 
to ſtand before a company of men for the mur- 


der of my own father, though I knew my in- 
nocence, would make me ſink, unleſs T had 
much of the Lord's preſence to ſupport me, I 
thought, ſhould I appear dejected or daunted, 

people will conclude that I am guilty, therefore 
I begged of God that he would carry me above 
the fears of men, devils and death, and give 
me faith and courage, to lift up my head before 


my accuſers. Immediately that ſcripture darted 


into my mind, Job xvii. 9. The righteous alja 
ſhall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands 
ſhall be ſtronger and ſlronger. Then I broke out, 
Lord, thou knoweſt my heart, and my hands 
are clear in this matter. This was ſuch a ſuit- 
able word that I could hardly have had ſuch 
another, and the Lord made every tittle of it 


good before the ſun went down, ſo that I was 


helped 
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| helped to look mine enemies in the face nt 
boldneſs, * 


PrESENTLY word was brought that the co- 
roner and jury were come. I fat with ſome 
neighbours by the fire as they paſſed through 
the houſe into the room where my father lay; 
ſome of the jurymen came, and, taking me by 
the hand, with tears running down their cheeks, 
faid, Pray God be thy comfort, thou art as inno- 
cent as 1 am T believe; thus one and another 
ſpake to me, which I looked upon as a won- 
derful mercy, to > find they Wee me not 


guilty. . 8 


WHEN the coroner had viewed the corpſe 
he came to warm himſelf by the fire where I 
fat, and looking ſtedfaſtly at me, he ſaid, Are 
Jou the daughter of the acceaſed? I anſwered, Yes. 
He replies, Are you the perſon who was Hs the 
Hou ſe alone with him when he was firuck "with 
death? Yes, fir, I am fhe,, He then ſhook his 
head at which I. feared his thoughts were n 

towards me. b | 


Tur jury alſo ing: taken welt view, they 
went to dine at my brother's ; after which they 
proceeded to buſineſs, and Ant for me. As I 


was going my heart went out much to the 
Lord 


Are. AGNES BEAUMONT. 117 
Lord that he would ſtand by me. Then came 
thoſe: words, Iſaiah liv. 4. Four not, for thou 
ſhalt not be aſhamed. And before I came to my 
brother's houſe, my ſoul was made like the 
Chariots of Aminadab, being wonderfully ſup- 


e even above what J FOR aſk or think. 


Warn I got there, my 8 ſent for Mr. 
F, who not coming ſoon, he ſent again; at laſt 
he came. Then the coroner called the witneſſes, 
being my brother's men, who were ſworn, he 


aſked them whether they were preſent when my 


father died ? what words they heard him ſpeak ? 
&c. and when they bad anſwered, he called 
Mr. F. and gave him his oath, Come, ſaid he, 
as you are the occaſion of ou meeting together, 
we would know about this young woman's mur- 

dering her father, and on what grounds you 
| accuſe her? Mr. F. but in a confuſed manner, 
told the coroner, of the late difference between 
my father and me, how I was ſhut out of doors, 
and that my father died but two nights after I 
was admitted; no body knew what to make of 
this ſtrange „ ; but I ſtood in the parlour 
- amongſt them, with my heart as full of comfort 


as it could hold, bcing got above the fear of men 
or . 


Tux 


7 


* 
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Tas coroner. faid, this is nothing to the 
Aber in hand; what have you to accuſe this 
young woman with ? To which Mr. F. replied 
little or nothing to the purpoſe, and; at the 
ſame time returning croſs anſwers, was bid to 
ſtand by. Then I was called. Come ſweet- 
heart faith the coroner, tell us, where was you 
that night your father ſhut you out? I anſwer- 
ed, Sir, I was in the barn all night, And was 
: you there alone? Les, fir, I had nobody with 
me. He ſhook his head, and proteeded, Whiere 
did you go to the next morning? Sir, I ſtaid in 
the yard till nine or teri o'clock, entreating 
my father to let me come 18 but He would 
"ns 


AT this he ſeemed concerned, and aſked, 
Where I was the remaining part of the day ? 


T ſaid at my brother's, and lay there the follow= 


ing night. When did your father let you come 
in? On the Lord's day evening. Was he well 

when you came in? Yes fit, How long did he 
live afterward? Till Tueſday night, ſir. Was 
he well that day! ? Yes fir, as well as ever I ſaw 
him in my life, and he eat as hearty a dinner. 

In what manner was he taken, and at what 
time? Near midnight, complaining of a pain at 
his heart ; I heard him groan and made all haſte 
to light a candle, and when I came, found 
him 
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him fitting up in his bed and crying out of a 
pain in his heart, and he ſaid he ſhould preſently 
die, which frightned-me much, fo that I could 
ſcarce get on my cloaths, when I made a fire; 
and my father roſe and fat by it. I got him 
ſomething warm, of which he drank a little; 


but ſtraining to vomit, he ſwooned away while 


I held his head, and could not leave him to call 


in afliſtance, fearing leſt in my abſence he ſhould | 
fall into "ON fire. ; 


Tas coroner further proceeded ; Was there 
nobody in the houſe with you? No, fir, I ſaid, 
T had none with me but God. At length miy 
father came a little again to himſelf, and went 
into the other room, whither I ſoon followed 
him, and found him lying upon the floor, at 
which ſight I ſcreamed out in a moſt diſmal 
manner, yet I tried to raiſe him up, but in vain; 
till at laſt, being almoſt ſpent, I ran to wy 
. s in a frightful concen. 


HavinG given him 4 Fur the coro- 
ner ſaid, Sweet-heart, I have no more to ſay to 
you; and then addreſſed himſelf to the jury, 
whoſe verdict being given, he turned himſelf to 
Mr. F. and faid, You, fir, who have defamed 
this young woman in this public' manner, 
| endenyouring to take away her good name, yea, 

5 : her 
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her life alſo, if you could, ought to make it your 
buſineſs nom to eſtabliſh her reputation. She 
has met with enough in being alone with her 
father, when ſeized with death, you had no 
need to add to her affliction and ſorrow, and if 
you were to give ſive hundred pounds it = mn 
not make Hey amends, 


Hz then came to me, and taking me by the 
hand, faid, Sweet-heart, do not be daunted, 
God will take care of thy preferment, and pro- 
vide thee a buſband, notwithſtanding the malice 
of this man. I confeſs theſe are hard things for 
one ſo young as thou art to meet with, but 
thank God for this deliverance, and never fear 
but he will take care of thee, Then addreſſ- 
ing myſelf to the coroner and jury, I ſaid, Sirs, 
jf you are not all ſatisfied, I am free my father 
| ſhould be opened; as my innocence is known | 
to God, I would have it known to you alſo, = 6 
for I am not afraid of life, No, replied, the 
coroner, we are ſatisfied, there is no need of 
having him opened, but bleſs God, that the 
malice of this man broke out, before thy father 
Was buried. 


THE room was full of people, and great ob- 
ſervation made of my looks and behaviour. 


5 dame gentlemen who were on the jury, as A 
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Vas afterwards told, aid, that they y ſhould never 
forget with what ; a chearful counter ance [ ſtood 135 
before them. I know not how I looked, but ? 
this J know, my heart was as full of peace and 
comfort, as it could hold. The jurymen were 
all much concerned for me, and were obſerved 5 
to weep when. the coroner, examined me, In- | 
deed 1 have abundant. cauſe.to bleſs, God that 
they were deeply convinced of my innocence, 
and I have heard that ſome of them were ſo 
affected with my caſe, that they would 4 Jong 
ene ee with bean. , 123992 N 
-Y Wu the ener on company. were one, 
we ſent again to our friends/to invite them to the 
funeral, which was on Saturday night. I now 
thought my trials on this account were over, and 
that Mr. F. had vented all his malice, but was 
miſtaken, for, ſeeing he could not take away my 
life, his next attempt was to deprive me of chat 
ſubſtance my father had left me. Accordingly 
he ſends for my brother-in-law from my fa- 
ther's grave, and informed him how things 
were left in the will, telling him that his wife 
was cut off with aikilling,. but that he coul id 
Lander hs a ey do come in for a ſhare .. 


2244 


ſo, . 5 EE "HIS 
: * $2 717 
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. Mer: p. was an (they, and mats the will about three * 
* "before ber fathet's cath, at whick time he fur het 
| a father 
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Tus was 4 new trouble. My rthbr: in- 

law+ threatned, if I would not reſize part of 
what my father bad left, he would begin a ſuit 
at law. Mr. F. prompted him on, ſaying, Hang 
her, do not let her go away with ſo much more 
than your wife, c. And to law we were go- 
ing, to prevent which, and for the ſake of 
peace, I ſatisfied my brother with ; a handſome 


Preſent. I 


ABOUT a month after my father was , buried 
another report was - ſpread at Biggleſwade, that 
now, Agneſs Beaumont had confeſſed ſhe poiſ- 
oned her father, and was quite diſtracted. Is it 
true? ſaid ſome. Ves, it is true, ſaid athers. 
I have heard the defaming of many ; reports 40 hy, 
| ons we will 97 8570 it, 19 XX, 10. 


Bur J was Ae med if it e God to 


fore me wal next ner day, A er £0 and 
Tris OI 


i 
! f # 4 


father forward to give Bi than her ſiſter, becauſe of a 
defign he then had of marrying her, but upon her going to the 
meetings and becoming religious, he turned to be her bitter 
enemy, was filled with imiplacable malice and hatred, and did 
all in his power to W tt the mind ber father . 
yer | A 


: + The reader is defired to take notice that this was not her 
| own brother, who attended the meeting, and ſympathized 
with her under her e as before related, but her 
ffter's huſband, WE” 


t 
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let them ſee I was not diſtracted, and accord- 
ingly went, and. when the .market , was at the 
height, ſhewed myſelf among the people, which 
put a ſtop to their buſineſs for a time; for their 
| \ eyes were upon me, while I walked through and 
| through with this thought, if there were 12 
ſand more of you I would lift up my head be 
| you all. That day I was well in my ſoul, and 
therefore exceeding chearful. Many people 
came and ſpake to me, ſaying, Wy now ſee that 
you are not diffracted. | 


"Som I faw cry, but ſome 1 laughed: | 
0, thought I, mock on, there's a day comin 
that will clear up all. That was a wonderf 
ſcripture, Pſalm xxxvii. 6. And he ſball bring 
forth thy righteouſneſs as the light, and 5 fk. 


ment as the noon day. 


_ ApreR this anther report was call, in 1 . 
a Herent part of the country, that Mr. Bunyan 
was a widower, and gave me counſel to poiſon 
my father, that he might marry me, which plot 
was agreed on they ſaid as we went to (Gam'pay, 
But this report rather occaſioned mirth than 
mourning, becauſe Mr. Bunyan, at the ſam 
time, had a good wife living. | 


„ Now. 


W * Ae EN es Ho 4 tt heats SS 2 
| 4 
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"2 is, 1 I, ſurely Mr. F. 2 1 
with me: but the next ſummer a fire broke out 
in the town; how it came to paſs no one could 
tell, but Mr. F. ſoon found a perſon on whom 
to charge it, for he affirmed, that it was I who 
ſet the houſe on fire; but, as the Lord knoweth, 
I knew nothing of this fire till the doleful cry 
reached my ears: this malicious ſlander was 
not much regarded, | 


| be have I related both the good and evil 
| things L have met with, in paſt diſpenſations of 
providence, and have reaſon to wiſh it was as well 
with my ſoul now as then. And one mercy the 
Lord added to al! the reſt, which I cannot bat 
mention, namely, that he kept me from preju- 
dice againſt Mr. F. for notwithſtanding he had 
ſo greatly injured me, I was helped to cry to 
the Lord, and that with many tears, for mercy 
on his ſoul. I can truly ſay that I earneftly 
longed after his ſalvation, and begged of Gol 
to forgiye him, whatever he had ſaid: or done to 
my hurt“. 
AGNES BEAUMONT. 


N. B. 

A moſt excellent ſpirit, which every chriſtian ſhould aim 
at, being perfectly agreeable both to the precepi and pattern 
of our «op Lord and Maſter, See Malt. v. 44. and Luke 


" 


N. B. Mrs. Beaumont ſurvived theſe trials 

many years, and was twice married; her laſt 
huſband's name was Story, a perſon of conſi- 
derable ſubſtance and great ſeriouſneſs, She died 
gart Highgate, November 28, 1720, aged 68 
4 years. Her remains, by her order, were brought 
| to Hitchin, where they lie interred in the Bap- 
tiſt burying-ground, and her funeral diſcourſe 
was preached by my worthy predeceſſor the 
late Rev. Mr, Needham, from 2 Cor. iv. 17. 
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment 
 worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 


* bt of mn 
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